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THE FUTURE OF THE CITY 


Ce page 520 we begin a summary of the Consultants’ 
Report on the reconstruction of the City of London. 
While the future functions of the Corporation as a plan- 
ning authority are still under discussion, this fact is 
unlikely to invalidate the plan now submitted as it 
would merely be transferred for inclusion in the pro- 
gramme of the London County Council with which it 
would in any case require to be reconciled, a mode of 
procedure already contemplated by its authors. 

On studying this scheme it will at once be realised 
that it has many undoubted merits ; it is the result of 
a most intimate examination of the conditions and 
includes many ingenious solutions of difficult problems ; 
due regard has been given to economic possibilities and 
an orderly sequence in the redevelopment proposals is 
devised, and though this plan carries us far in advance of 
any hitherto published we do not think it should be 
regarded as a final one in all its details. ‘ 

The great opportunity now afforded us, by far the 
greatest since 1666, justifies more than has been done 
so far, in an endeavour to secure that the renewal of 
the capital of the Empire, including in particular its 
civic and commercial centre, shall become a worthy 
feature in the national economy. The plan now before 
us is undoubtedly a step towards this; it has the merit 
of sympathy towards the previous scale of the City 
and the architectural dignity of its dominating build- 


, ings, with St..Paul’s Cathedral in the front rank of these. 


It is rightly assumed that no attempt should be made 
to emulate the wide open spaces of Paris or Vienna, 
not only are these unsuited to our climate, but they 
would, even if practicable, be destructive to the historic 
interest and the character which has a definite claim to 
preservation; all.the same it cannot be claimed that 
all the new routes and the alignments adopted for them 
give satisfactory sites for buildings fronting on to 
them : some of the curves are too flat and vistas are badly 
closed so that the buildings would fail to be architec- 
turally effective. Many such details could be rectified 
without detriment to the flow of traffic. While this 
flow has received a marked degree of attention and the 
plan provides for its ease and continuity, this merit 
has a somewhat adverse effect on the free movement of 
pedestrians, which, is probably greater in the city than 
anywhere else ; théir needs are recognised in the report 
and dealt with in general terms, but more specific 
measures are required to protect them in the case of a 
plan favouring to such a marked extent freedom of 
vehicular movement. 

It is apparently intended that footways would be 
provided within the larger building blocks and it should 
be easy to connect these to subways under main routes 


and to sink all the squares, etc., round which road traffic 
circulates to a low level with access by subways. This 
course fits in with the proposals in the Report that 
shops, restaurants, etc., may be planned in conjunction 
with public gardens. 

Returning to a consideration of the general lines of 
the plan, the western portion of the Northern Boundary 
Route starting from Gray’s Inn-road and including an 
overhead viaduct to Aldersgate-street looks valuable, 
but it seems a question whether the eastern portion 
from Aldersgate-street to Spitalfields might not be taken 
further north even though outside the city boundary, 
avoiding a costly and complicated section north of 
Moorgate-street Station, and the viaduct at Liverpool- 


. street. 


The area between Bishopsgate and the Tower does not 
seem to have had the attention that is its due, in propor- 
tion to the rest of the City ; it has suffered considerably 
from destruction, much more than is dealt with in the 
plan showing “declaratory areas,” and appears to 
offer a good opportunity for opening up on a line from 
Liverpool-street or Spitalfields to the Custom House 
and possibly linking up with London Wall. There are 
other points at which the present scheme could be 
varied or expanded to advantage and we think it is 
reasonable to assume that despite all its outstanding 
merits further studies at various points would be 
worth while. Some will regret the removal of the Man- 
sion House or the lack of an axial vista to the west front 
of St. Paul’s, but in both cases it is difficult to reconcile 
these with an equally good plan. The northern approach 
to Southwark Bridge is not ideal and will not do much 
to bring this route into more active service ; a low-level 
link with the road under Cheapside at Bow Church 
disentangling the N.S. from the E.W. traffic might be 
advantageous. But it is not appropriate to multiply 
detailed criticisms of this kind ; the general lines of the 
plan are so good that it may well betaken as establish- 
ing the general principles on which the City is to be re- 
constructed, only to be modified when more intimate 
examination of details shows a definite gain in efficiency 
or amenity. 

Rather than ask for more, our task at the moment 
is to support the plan on its merits and urge that there 
should be no attempt at whittling it down, changes 
being only admissible when it can be shown that at 
least as good a result is technically obtainable in con- 
junction with increased economy or a better architec- 
tural treatment ; the latter is naturally regarded as 
of a degree of importance too often disregarded and 
thrust into the background by the pressure of utilitarian 
interests. 









518 


NOTES AND NEWS 


Bankside to Go Forward. 

So the rebuilding of Bankside Power 
Station is, after all, to go forward. Mr. 
Silkin announced the Cabinet’s decision on 
Friday, to a largely hostile House of 
Commons. He gave an undertaking, how- 
ever, that he would first satisfy himself 
and the public that the sulphur fumes 
would be dealt with and not endanger the 
fabric of St. Paul’s. A suggestion that the 
matter be put to a free vote was not taken 
up by Mr. Silkin. 

In Tuesday’s 7imes, Sir Giles Scott, the 
architect for the power station, points out 
that the area around the power station 
site is shown as devoted to commerce and 
light industry, except for a row of offices 
and flats on the-river front. ‘‘ The 
cultural and educational areas so much re- 
ferred to lately,”’ continues Sir Giles, ‘‘ are 
shown farther west near the County Hall, 
where they seem much more suitably 
located than in the Bankside area, where 
business and industry are shown to begin. 
The recently published plan for the City 
of London also recognises this and places 
wharves and warehouses on the north bank 
adjoining St. Paul’s and opposite the Bank- 
side Power Station. It is obvious from 
both these plans that the working part of 
London is beginning here, and cultural and 
educational centres are out of place and 
are better kept farther west, as shown in 
the Abercrombie plan.” 

A fact that has apparently largely 
escaped notice is thaf, as a result of alter- 
ing the power station’s plant from coal- 
burning to dil-burning, electricity pro- 
duced will cost one-third more, as £400,000 
to £500,000 per annum will be involved as 
additional cost due to the use of oil. This 
was announced by the Lord Chancellor in 
the House of Lords on May 19. Surely 
this is added evidence of faulty planning, 
for one of the criteria of good planning is 
that over a period it should save money. 
At Bankside we stand to lose both money 
and the amenity of proper development. 
Exhibition of Czechoslovak Architecture. 


An exhibition of historical, pre-war and 
current Czechoslovak architecture is to be 
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held at the Royal Institute of British 
Architects from June 10 to 24 next. It 
will be officially opened by the President 
of the R.I.B.A., Sir Lancelot Keay, 
K.B.E., M.Arch. (Liverpool), and the 
Czechoslovak Ambassador, Dr. Kratochvil, 
who has recently arrived in this country. 

The exhibition will begin with a short 
historical survey of the architecture of 
Bohemia, Moravia and Slovakia, and con- 
tinue with a section dealing with modern 
Czechoslovak architecture between the 
two wars. This will consist of photo- 
graphs, plans and models. ‘The present 
effort at reconstruction in Czechoslovakia, 
which is expressed as a Two-Year Plan, 
will be fully illustrated by plans and 
models of schemes which have been 
approved ‘by the Government. Though 
smaller than the Swiss Exhibition, the 
Czechoslovak Exhibition is likely to prove 
of great interest to architects in this 
country, and will give them an opportunity 
of studying the work-of their foreign col- 
eagues and of greeting some of them 
personally. The architect to the exhibition 
is Mr. J. Krejcar, and he will perform the 
same functions as did Mr. Conrad D. 
Furrer for the Swiss Exhibition. 





. 
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One rather unexpected result of showing 
the work of foreign architects in this 
country is to create a great deal of interest, 
in English architecture abroad, and this 
was particularly noticeable in the case of 
the Swiss Exhibition. It is hoped that this 
present exhibition of Czechoslovak archi- 
tecture will lead to a great increase in the 
exchange of ideas between the two 
countries. 


Church Building in 1946. 

THe annual report of the Incorporated 
Church Building Society for 1946 records 
that although little activity is yet evident 
in respect of church building, the year 
showed a slight increase in the number of 
licences granted for essential church re- 
pairs, particularly where these involved 


“new masonry. The Society’s attention has 


been principally given to planning for 
spiritual provision in the new housing 
areas, and, in conjunction with the 
diocesan boards, the Society has prepared 
an interim report on the Church’s needs 
in respect of church building and repairing. 
Apart from 2,000 chutches which need 
repair after serious damage, figures sup- 
plied by 31 dioceses show that 369 churches 
will be required during the next ten years 
—a formitahle task indeed with building 
costs estimated by the Society at about 
90 per cent. higher than 1939. 


With a view to providing essential and 
authoritative information in respect of new 
church design and planning, the Society 
will shortly publish ‘‘ Fifty Modern 
Churches,’’ a book prepared during 1946 
by Mr. R. J. McNally. Another book on 
the stocks is ‘‘ Modern Church Architec- 
ture,”’ 7 Mr. Edward Maufe, A.R.A., in 
which the influence of foreign church 
designs on contemporary architecture will 
be traced. Both these publications (copies: 
of which may be reserved on application 
to the Society at 7, Queen Anne’s Gate, 
8.W.1) will be awaited with interest. 


The R.I.B.A. Library. 

From June 2 the R.I.B.A. Library will 
stay open an extra hour Monday to Friday 
—i.e., from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.—Saturday 
opening remaining as before, 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. 





Drawn by G. A. Brandreth. 


C. LOVETT,GILL, F.R.I.B.A., in association with ARTHUR W. KENYON, C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A. 
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Eton Quincentenary Exhibition. 
An exhibition in honour of the 500th 
anniversary of the foundation of Eton 


College in 1441 will be held at Eton from» 


June 4 to 25 (open all day on June 4, and 
from 2 to 6 p.m. on all other days, includ- 
ing Sundays). The exhibition will consist 
of a loan collection of pictures, water- 
colours and prints showing Eton, the place 
and its traditions. This part of the exhibi- 
tion will be held in sghool hall. There 
will also be on view in election hall and 
chamber a selection from the silver, books, 
manuscripts and deeds owned by the 
College, as well as a group of the leaving 
peewee by Romney from the Provost’s 

ge. 
Fun at “ Elevenses 

——, a builder’s joiner, who was 
alleged to have assaulted and beaten his 
foreman during a discussion as to whether 
the morning brew of tea should be taken 
standing up or sitting down, was bound 
over for 12 months and ordered to pay 
£2 10s. costs at Eccles yesterday.—From 
The Manchester Guardian. 
News of Cyril Farey. 

His many friends will be glad to hear 


”-y” 


that Mr. Cyril Farey has made an excel- . 


lent recovery from an operation and has 
now left hospital. He hopes to spend a 
few weeks recuperating in Venice, but will 
return in time for the marriage of his son, 
Michael, to Sir Patrick Abercrombie’s 
daughter, Deborah, which takes place on 
July 10. Mr. Farey’s coy in the 
Academy bring his aggregate of perspec- 
tives from 1912 onwards (excluding the 
first world war years) up to 500. Truly a 
remarkable effort, which has done much to 
maintain the interest shown year by year 
in that room. 


Professional Announcement. 

Mr. Cyri. A. Farey, F.R.I.B.A., has taken 
into partnership his son MICHAEL FarRey, 
B.Arch.(Cantab.), A.R.I.B.A., and his assistant 
Mr. Jonn Apams, and they will practise under 
the style of Cyril A. Farey, Son and Adams, at 
a Albert-road, Regent’s Park, London, 


~ From The Builder of 1847 


Saturday, May 29, 1847, 

A Lost Crry.—At a meeting of the 
Society of Antiquaries, some time since, Sir 
Henry Ellis prought under notice an 
account of a lost city, near the coast of 
Pomerania, said to have been overwhelmed 
by the sea in the eleventh century. These 
ruins lie between the Danish island of Ban- 
holm and the island of Rugen, opposite to 
Swedish Pomerania. . . . President Keffen- 
brink tells us that on August 14, 1771, two 
Dutch vessels were shipwrecked on the 
ruins of this city. 


COMING EVENTS 


Monday, June 2. 

Royat InsTirutioN oF CHARTERED SURVEYORS. 
Annual General Meeting. 12, Great George- 
street, Westminster, S.W.1. 5 p.m. 

Roya, Sanitary INSTITUTE. Health Congress. 
Torquay. Continuing until June 6. 

Tuesday, June 3. 

Town AND CounTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION. Mr. 
Brian Bunch, A.R.I.B.A., on “ Planning Town 
agg 28, King-street, London, W.C.2. 

p.m. 

DiocesaAN ADVISORY COMMITTEES FOR THE CARE OF 
Cuurcues (Northern Province). Conference of 
Representatives. St. William’s College, York. 
Continuing until June 6. 

InstiTuTe or Fuet. Conference on Pulverised 
Fuel. Royal Hall, Harrogate. Continuing until 
June 6. 10.30 a.m. 

Tue Nationa, Fepegation or Demouttion Con- 
Tractors. Luncheon. The Holborn Restaurani, 


W.C. 1 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 4, - 
SoutHern Counties FEDERATION OF BUILDING 
‘Trapes Emptovers. Half-vearly meeting. South- 
ampton. Speaker, Mr. E. J. Smith, President, 
N.F.B.T.E. Continuing on June 5. 
Royvau Institute oF British _ARcuitects. Archi- 
tectural Science Board Lecture: “ District 
Heating,” by Mr. J. R. Kell, A.M.I.Mech.E., 
M.LH.V.E., M.Inst.F. 66, » Portland-place 





London, W.1. 6 p.m. 


THE BUILDER 


WORD FROM 
WESTMINSTER 


Town and Country Planning Bill 
BY DEREK WALKER-SMITH, M.P. 


Ir is, of course, not possible to give 
a faithful résumé of the lengthy dis- 
cussions in the House of Commons on 
the Report Stage and the Third Read- 
ing of the Town and Country Planning 
Bill. Nor is it my intention to attempt 
so ambitious a task. The time is, how- 
ever, appropriate for seeing how we 
Stand in relation to a measure fraught 
with such important consequences to 
the building industry. 

First, for the essential facts. The 
House of Commons approved the Third 
Reading of the Bill by a majority on 
May 20, and it will be introduced 
into the Lerds for its Second Reading 
immediately after Whitsun. Later the 
Lords will debate its detailed provi- 
sions in Committee, and any amend- 
ments made by the Lords will then 
come back to the Commons for an 
expression of agreement or disagree- 
ment. It can be seen, therefore, that 
much remains to be done before the 
Bill becomes law. It is bound, how- 
ever, to become law during the pre- 
sent Session because of the Parlia- 
mentary rule that legislation initiated 
in one Session must be completed in 
that Session, under the penalty of 
having to start again from scratch. 
The Bill, therefore, will certainly be- 
come law before the end of the year. 


That, however, is not quite the end 
of the matter. It will then be necez- 
sary for the Minister to fix the 
“appointed day,” after which local 
planning authorities have a three-year 
period in which to produce their de- 
velopment plans, and after which 
development of land becomes subject 
to planning permission, and conse- 
quently liable to the payment of 
development charge. It is likely that 
the appointed day will be fixed in the 
first half of 1948. 

In trying to assess the amount of 
variation in the Bill which may arise 
from the debates in the Lords, we must 
have in mind the general background. 
The Lords have shown themselves un- 
willing to alter major decisions 
arrived at by the majority of the 
democratically elected Commons. In 
this particular Bill, however, there is 
a prospect of more amendment than 
would normally be the case, because 
of the truncating of discussion in the 
Commons owing to the operation of the 
“guillotine” (or fixed. time-table) 
procedure on both Committee and 
Report Stages. Thus 37 Clauses and 
six schedules received no discussion 
on the Committee Stage, and the num- 
ber of Clauses discussed on Report 
Stage was considerably less than the 
number not discussed. It may be, 
therefore, that there will be rather 
more scope for modification in the 
Lords than is generally the case. 

Nevertheless, though some changes 
may be expected, it is probable that 
when the Bill takes its place on the 
Statute Book its main structure will 
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remain as at present. That is to say, 
County Councils and County Boroughs 
will be the planning authorities; com- 
pensation for loss of development value 
will be found out of a global sum of 
£300 million, on a scheme of distribu- 
tion to be made by the Treasury; 
development charges will be levied 
by the Central Land Board in 
accordance with; principles to be 
prescribed by the Treasury; and 
compensation for compulsory acquisi- 
tion of land will be in accordance with 
restricted values. This basis of com- 
pensation, in its departure from the 
1939 price standard originally pre- 
scribed, is the main innovation in the 
Bill made as a result of its discussion 
in the Commons. 

Not much change can be expected in 
these main features. It is unlikely 
even that a more precise definition 
will be vouchsafed of the Treasury 
scheme for distribution of the global 
sum of compensation or of the Treasury 
principles which are to guide the 
Board in their levying of development 
charges. 

Where then may changes be made? 
It is likely that more will be heard on 
the question of “‘ripe”’ land. The 
clause governing this was considerably 
discussed in committee, but received no 
discussion on report_owing to the 
guillotine. Exception was taken in 
Committee to the definition of ripe 
land as being too narrow. It was then 
pointed out that the requirement that 
either a building contract must have 
been entered into or a by-law submis- 
sion made would exclude the land of 
many speculative builders and estate 
developers. Since then the Minister 
has expanded the definition to include 
the words “or a building application” 
after “‘ by-law submission ”’ in Clause 
78. It will no doubt emerge in discus- 
sion in the Lords how far this is satis- 
factory. 

It is very probable that an improve- 
ment may be made in regard to com- 
pensation for compulsory acquisition 
of ripe land. As the Bill stands at 
present, a builder who is allowed to 
develop his ripe land is free from 
development charge. If, on the other 
hand, his'ripe land is compulsorily 
acquired, he gets no advantage. The 
Attorney-General promised to lodk into 
this anomaly, and so some amend- 
ments may be expected. 

Other subjects on which discussion 
and possible amendment may be ex-. 
pected are the provisions for near ripe 
land, for designation of land as subject 
to compulsory purchase, and the 
category of exemptions from develop- 
ment charge. These are contained in 
the Third Schedule which received 
only very hurried consideration in 
Committee and none at all on the 
Report Stage. There is room, there- 
fore, for considerable discussion of this 
in the Lords; and attention may well 
be focused on the provision for a flat 
rate of exemption from development 
charge of a 10 per cent. addition to 
existing buildings, irrespective of their 
original size. 
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Final Report by the Joint Consultants 
Dr. C. H. Holden, Litt.D., and Professor W. G. Holford 


Reviewed by DR. H. V. LANCHESTER. 

THe report from the consultants 
for the City, Dr. C. H. Holden and 
Professor W. G. Holford, now issued, 
is referred to by its authors as a final 
one. This, it is explained, is not that 
it can be regarded as definite in all its 
details, but that it has, in the matter 
of the principles on which it is based, 
been carried as far as is practicable 
having regard to the information at 
present available. This survey of in- 
formation has been carried consider- 
ably further than previously, more 
especially in respect of an inventory 
of accommodation in and immediately 
adjacent to the City in 1939. This in- 
ventory has been made in terms of 
floor space, and commercial and in- 
dustrial areas have been distin- 
guished from the special ones obtain- 
ing in other buildings. It has proved 
to be a formidable task and is prob- 
ably the first time in this country 
that such a calculation has been 
attempted, building by building, of the 
entire floor space within the area of a 
planning authority. 

It is now clear what the accommo- 
dation was in 1939 and how much has 
since been lost. There is thus a 
measure of the replacement needed, 
to be considered in relation to im- 
proved standards and changing de 
mands. Without it ‘a balanced re- 
distribution of building volume could 
not be attempted, with controls in the 
interest. of general improvement and 
individual demands, nor an estimate 
of the pace which reconstruction might 
be expected to attain and the stages 
appropriate for this. j 

Some other items of information are 
still incomplete and three of these are 


ial oo 
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regarded as of particular importance: 

(i) A detailed schedule of esti- 
mated land values and actual 
rental values as they were in 1939; 

(ii) The origin and destination of 
traffic at various key points such 
as bridge heads, etc.; 

(iii) A survey of space require- 
ments on the part of firms or trades 
with interests in the City. 

Some such additional information 
was in fact obtained (eg., the pro- 
portion of turning traffic at certain 
junctions), but it became clear that 
under abnormal conditions with war- 
damaged areas still lying derelict and 
road transport diminished, a com- 
plete census of City traffic would not 
indicate the norma] flow to an extent 
justifying the labour involved. 

Despite these omissions it was felt 
that definite proposals must be made 
including features obviously desirable 
so as to give a coherent outline on 
which to frame detailed policies and 
programmes of land _ acquisition, 
traffic improvement and building con- 
struction. This does not, of course, 
do away with the necessity of collect- 
ing supporting information nor for 
detailed consultation afterwards, 
which might result in modifications of 
the general scheme. Without a plan 
it would not be practieable to deal 
with such matters as interim develop- 
ment applications, and the co-ordin- 
ation of the City plan with that of the 
L.C.C. would have been at a stand- 
still. 

There are certain difficulties in 
fitting the City proposals into the 
general framework of the County and 
of Greater London, particularly in 
point of time; proposals might be 











Declaratory Areas. 
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affected when some of the more long- 
time ones materialised. The view 
taken is that the City scheme should 
justify itself on the grounds of archi- 
tecture as well as economics and that 
extension or modification is the most 
that will be demanded when the 
effects of the more far-reaching 
County proposals are experienced. 


Stages of Redevelopment. 

Following the indications in the 
Interim Report, it is suggested that 
reconstruction should fall into two 
stages. The initial one is put at ten 
years and will form a basis for the 
declaration of areas subject to compul- 
sory acquisition under the Act of 1944, 
or—in the terms of the new Bill—for 
their “designation” effecting the same 
purpose. To fix any period, however, 
a time-table of the steps needed is 
requisite; the more important of these 
will require: 

(i) The time taken to adopt the plan, 
secure approval by Ministers, hold a 
public inquiry, and negotiate with 
owners; 

(ii) Time for engineering surveys, 
conveyancing, work of site clearance 
and preparation, providing new streets 
and all necessary services; 

(iii) A period while finance is forth- 
coming, according to the confidence 
of owners and investors; 

(iv) Time for construction depend- 
ing on the amount of material and 
labour available and which may be 
allocated to buildings of the type de- 
manded; 

(v) The interval that must elapse 
during which structures will have to 
remain in use for the convenience of 
the public (such as the Blackfriars- 
Holborn railway viaduct). 

As for the moment all property in 
use must be retained it is suggested 
that the best places for making a start 
are the devastated area between 
Aldersgate and Moorgate, that east of 
St. Paul’s Cathedral, and other smaller 
areas in similar condition. These 
patches must be dealt with to form 
part of an appreciable pattern and of 
an. organised programme heading 
steadily towards completion. The first. 
three of the steps above cited having 
been taken, we reach the period of 
actual building construction. 


Rate of Rebuilding. 

The output per man-year on the city 
type of commercial building is esti- 
mated at a figure rising from 2,200 
cubic feet in 1947 to a “ standard ” 
figure of 3,270 (due to improved organi- 
sation and methods) after 1950. De- 
tails of the basis for this estimate are 
given in an appendix (A). It is de- 
duced from these figures in conjunction 
with the labour force likely to be avail- 
able that in the five years 1949-1953, 
28 million cubic feet of building could 
be completed, and that the amount of 
construction that could reasonably be 
put in hand within the first ten years. 
would justify the street improvements 
included in the proposed short-term 
programme. The rate of subsequent 
redevelopment may be. hard to antici- 
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Drawn by H. N. Mason. 


The Consultants’ proposal for relieving traffic congestion at Cheapside. 
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Shown above is a low-level street linking up 


Gresham-street with Cannon-street and passing under Cheapside. 


pate, as it will depend not only on the 
level of costs, efficiency in execution, 
general interest rates, consumer de- 
mand, and other factors which can- 
not now be estimated. The thirty-year 
plan as presented must. be regarded as 
liable to amendment in point of time 
and detail as circumstances dictate. 


Inventory of Accommodation. 

The gross land area of the City is 
677 acres. Of this the area actually 
built on covered about 60 per cent., 
or nearly 400 acres, the average num- 
ber of floors (including basements) 
being five. Thus the gross floor area 
was in the neighbourhood of 2,000 
acres—say, 80 million feet super, about 
half of the area net working space; and 
making allowance for an improved 


proportion to this as the result of re- 
planning about the same amount of 
total accommodation will be provided 
in the new scheme. About one-third of 
the general floor space was destroyed 
during the war, while the reduction in 
rateable value has been 25 per cent., 
indicating that the major losses were 
in property of lesser values. It is esti- 
mated that the gross floor space per 
day-time inhabitant for all purposes, 
i.e., offices, works, storage, eating- and 
meeting-places is 170 feet super. 


Height and Form of Buildings. 

Detailed suggestions are given as to 
building design and layout, having 
especial regard to securing the maxi- 
mum of light and air in relation to 
the land coverage; diagrams illustrat- 


ing this objective aimed at the advan- 
tage of regarding the building blocks 
as units of design rather than sub- 
dividing them into small sites, which 
would preclude better planning with 
frontages set back in the lines indi- 
cated in a number of variations, two 
of which are included (page 528). 


Circulation and Traffic. 

The plan is an endeavour to provide 
a road system suited to the special 
needs of the commercial centre of 
London—largely terminal in char- 
acter but in some _ respects de- 
manding *‘ through ” facilities, 
especially from terminal railway 
stations. Then, moreover, there is 
through traffic in the wider sense, 
which has no concern with the City 
at all, but uses its bridges or crosses 
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LONG TERM DEVELOPMENT. Proposals that may be realised within 30 years, shown mainly by road, rail and building block im- 
provements. Note : (1) The Plan shows the pattern of streets and open spaces which would result from the adoption of the proposals 
made in the Report, when superimposed on the existing pattern. The Plan therefore accentuates the proposed building lines on main 
streets, and leaves the existing layout of courts and buildings to show through in those places where no street or block improvements are 
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PLANS 4 ORAWINES LTO 


proposed. This will assist in their identification. (2) The treatment of the islands enclosed by traffic roundabouts is not shown in detail 
on this plan, but is discussed in the Report. The islands are not intended as normal building sites. Some are proposed as open spaces 
at ground or lower level, others in addition may be used for car parking. The planting design for trees, grass, shrubs, etc., is therefore 


omitted from these and other open spaces. 
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View from Foster-lane showing North-East aspect of Cathedral as it would be. 
tion, i.e., the extent to which each is a 


it from east to west, or vice versa, on 
long-distance journeys. This latter 
should obviously be diverted. Two 
problems are distinguished in this 
complex of cross-communications, first 
that of the rapid dispersal, transfer 
and collection of peak-hour traffic to 
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Drawn by Jasper Salwey. 





and from the terminal points, and, 
secondly, the provisions for internal 
and local through traffic serving the 
daily life of the City. The principles 
followed in the scheme are laid down 
as follows :— : 

(i) Classification according to func- 





View from Foster-lane as at present. 


terminal, distributive, or _ local, 


through route. 

(ii) Separation of traffic at different 
levels where the ground will allow 
reasonable gradients and turning 
routes are not in much demand. 


(iii) Circulating junctions for con- 
tinuously moving traffic or, where these 
are not practicable, crossings suited to 
simple or three-phase traffic lights with 
adequate queueing space. 


(iv) Rationalisation of the existing 
street pattern by closing some streets 
to vehicles, an increase of one-way 
streets and elimination of right-hand 
turns on the one hand, and on the 
other, a great increase in parking, 
garaging, stopping and _ lay-by 
facilities. 

The interpretation of these princi- 
ples will be clearly comprehensible by 
a careful study of the main-road plan 
accompanying the report, reproduced 
herewith. The need for improving 
pedestrian circulation is recognised 
and suggestions are made with this 
intention, but these would require 
further study in detail. 


Car Parking, etc. 

The handling of traffic on the routes 
indicated in the scheme is subject to 
the judgment of the Commissioner of 
Police, but it is intended that no 
standing should be permitted on main 
routes, and draw-in spaces, lay-bys, and 
waiting lanes should provide for 
picking up and setting down. It is 
obvious that there should be greatly 
increased facilities for parking cars 
and public-service vehicles and this is 
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and exchange as possible within the 


dealt with in an appendix (D) with a parking in minor streets. Parking 
City ‘boundaries the improvements 


plan showing these on the basis of space is especially necessary at St. 
accommodation for 4,500 private and Paul’s, the Mansion House, Guildhall carried out and in progress on the 
commercial vehicles in public car- and Tower of London. The private Underground lines and stations are 
parks. garages contemplated are calculated to noted with satisfaction. The proposals 

The plan shows four ’bus stations house some 3,000 additional cars. in the Railway Committee’s Report for 
or docks, nine large covered car-parks E further deep-level developments would 
and eight others, as well as six multi- The Railways. assist in the surface improvements; 
storey ,garages. Suggestions are also - While it is regarded as important to thus the Blackfriars-Holborn Viaduct 
made as toa possible permission for retain as many terminal points of entry could be removed, a matter of first 











Drawn by Jasper Salwey. 


This drawing shows St. Paul’s from the South-East, looking from the proposed New Square. 
St. Augustine’s Church is the site suggested for a National Memorial. 


Alongside the tower of 

















May 30 1947 THE BUILDER 











Drawn by Jasper Salwey. 


Noble-street, looking from Foster-lane towards the Bastion of the old City Wall, as it would appear in the scheme. 








Drawn by H. N. Mason. 


Broad-street, as it would appear with Liverpool-street and Broad-street Stations beyond. . 
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priority in the present scheme. The 
replacement of Cannon-street Station 
underground is also a necessary 
adjunct; as the treatment of Broad- 
street and Liverpool-street termini 
has not reached a conclusive decision 
by the railway experts no alteration in 
these is envisaged by the scheme, nor 
is any change shown for the line to 
Fenchurch-street. 


Zoning Proposals. 

It is recommended that, excluding 
the Inner and Middle Temples, the 
City should be regarded for general 
zoning purposes as one zone. There 
should simply be indicated on the 
first development plan and on the 
subsequent five-yearly revisions, those 
sections in which particular types of 
commercial user will be considered 
normal, and those in which a special 
case must be substantiated before per- 
mission is granted. The normal tend- 
ency towards grouping of like uses 
will, it is thought, afford sufficient 


protection for the character of 
various zones. Residentia] buildings 
(including hotels, hospitals, flats, 


ete.), offices, banks and clubs, with 
business premises would be covered in 
the general zone while public build- 
ings, shops, storage, light industries 
and public utilities would be required 
to satisfy the planning authority as 
to details of siting, access and loading 


THE AVERAGE CITY STREET BLOCK 
REDEVELOPMENT UNDER VARYING CONDITIONS 


REDEVELOPMENT AS ONE UNIT (OFFICES € SOME SHOPS) 
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facilities. Only large industrial 
buildings, factories and dwelling- 


houses would require epecial permis- 
sion, except where existing, mainly in 
the northern area. Heavy or noxious 
trades will, it is intended, be generally 
excluded. 


Special Features in the Scheme. 


Some features of the plan are of 
outstanding importance and demand 
notice. Particular attention has been 
given to the Guildhall and its sur- 
roundings. The site is extended to- 
wards the north to afford space for 
the additional accommodation and as 
the proposals at the Bank visualise 
the removal of the present Mansion 
House it is suggested that this should 
be transferred to a site in juxtaposi- 
tion to the Guildhall on the west, 
which would have the advantage of 
taking it away from a highly-loaded 
trafhe centre. Passing on to St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, the report displays a most 
detailed and intimate study of the 
surroundings with the object of devis- 
ing a “ precinct,” affording an appro- 
priate degree of ipolation from the 
traffic while it affords better view- 
points from the N., N.-E., 8.-E., and 8. 
The traditional view from the west up 
Ludgate Hill is retained. In addition 
the protection of the more distant 
views is proposed by means of a 
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systematic grading of the heights ad- 
missible between the Cathedral and 
the river. By reason of the natural 
fall of the ground the restrictions in- 
volve much less reduction in the 
building masses than might be ex- 
pected. The authors of this report 
very naturally identify themselves 
with the L.C.C, and other bodies in 
objecting to the construction of a large 
new power station at Bankside, almost 
exactly opposite St. Paul’s. The re- 
planning of The Tower follows the 
lines of a scheme already published, 
embodying Trinity-square in a large 
garden stretching along the north side 
of the moat. 


Conclusion. , 

This report may well be regarded as 
quite exceptional in the range of 
studies it covers and in particular the 
character of those dealing with the 
special needs of a city unique in the 
forms of its economic and social struc- 
ture, and”®in the other intricate calcu- 
lations bearing on the complex condi- 
tions under which the task of recon- 
struction will have to be undertaken. 
It is gratifying to note that the 
authors have been able to associate 
Mr. W. F. B. Lovett, F.R.I.B.A., of the 
City Planning Office, in their work, as 
his name has not hitherto appeared in 
connection with the City plan. 


THE AVERAGE CITY STREET BLOCK 
REDEVELOPMENT UNDER VARYING CONDITIONS 


REDEVELOPMENT AS ONE UNIT, 


TO PROVIDE THREE 
OFFICE BUILDINGS FOR SUBLETTING 























SECTION X-X 














ELEVATION X-X 
































SECTION Y°¥ 

























































































ELEVATION 
: PLAN 
PLAN f BUILDING HEIGHT IN SToREYS sHowN G)_ 
GULDING HEIGHT IN STOREYS sHown @ = INTERNAL PLOT BOUNDARIES SHOWN sssee 
! . SECTION Zz 
’ SECTION Yey¥ pe ¥ o ai Bi: 
Sut sa EET “ALE Gtetatate = , 3 «FEET 
J GROSS AREA INCLUDING HALF SURROUNDING STREETS — 83000 sa rr 100% 
GROSS AREA INCLUDING HALF SURROUNDING sTReETS - 83000 sarr 100% SURROUNDING STREETS 25000 sarr 30% 
SURROUNDING STREETS 25000 sarr 30% LAND NOT BUILT ON (PUBLIC) Q250 sarr 10% 
|LAND NOT BUILT ON (PUBLIC) NIL LAND NOT BUILT ON (PRIVATE) 3,500 sa rr 4% 
[LAND NOT BUILT ON (PRIVATE) 9200 sarr 11% BUILT ON AREA 46,250 sarr 56% 


48,800 sarr 


59 % 





BUILT ON AREA 


TOTAL FLOOR SPACE 294100sarr BASEMENT AREA 45,050 Sart 


PLOT RATIO 5-07 


FSI. 3°54 


TOTAL FLOOR SPACE 250,100 sarr” BASEMENT AREA 46,250 sarr 
PLOT RATIOS 5:00-5:10 - AVERAGE PLOT RATIO 5-03 


FSA. 2-02 


ALL BUILDINGS CONFORM WITH THE DAYLIGHTING CODE ALL BUILDINGS CONFORM WITH. THE DAYLIGHTING CODE 
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PROPOSED NATIONAL THEATRE CLUB, DEAN-STREET, W. 






T. and P. H. BRADDOCK, F. & A.R.I.B.A., and 
E. BRADDOCK, M.I.Struct.£.,. ARCHITECTS 
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PROPOSED NATIONAL THEATRE CLUB, DEAN-STREET, W. 


THE PROPERTY ON WHICH IT IS PROPOSED TO ERECT THIS 
Theatre Club consists of the old Royalty Theatre 
premiges and an adjoining house and buildings at the 
rear. The present theatre is a structure long out of 
date, and at its best was only a rough adaptation of 
two houses for theatre purposes with its auditorium 
constructed ip the gardens. The proposed reconstruc- 
tion makes use of main existing walls, but contemplates 
a complete reconstruction of the auditorium on modern 
lines. The rear floor of stalls is stepped for seating, 
and the floor of the front part will be made to rise to 
stage level for dancing, etc. There is one circle with 


steppings of modern design to give easy view of stage 
and orchestra. The orchestra pit will have a rising plat- 
form to form an apron stage. Ample dressing-room 
accommodation is provided with all necessary offices, 
scene dock, etc. 

The club premises are contained in the adjoining 
house and upper floors of existing buildings occupied 
by the theatre. Bedroom, restaurant and _ kitchen 
accommodation is provided and so planned as to be 
used in association with the auditorium of the theatre. 
The main dining-room can be opened to the auditorium 
and can be used in conjunction for dances, meetings, etc. 
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PROPOSED NATIONAL THEATRE CLUB, 
DEAN-STREET, W. 
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(See page 533) 


BURGESS, HOLDEN & WATSON, Architects 


PROPOSED NURSES’ HOME, BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Public Authorities and the Private 
Architect. 
To tHe Epiror or The Builder. 
Sm,—The example of the Kent Educa- 
tion Committee in giving work to the 
private practitioner, as mentioned in your 
leading article of May 23, has, in some 
measure, also been followed by the Shrop- 
shire Education Authorities, who recently 
instructed me to prepare certain plans. 
It is to be earnestly hoped that the lead 
given by these more enlightened authori- 
ties will be quickly taken up by others so 
that once again the architect may enjoy 
the freedom to exercise his art and science 
in accordance with his knowledge and 
conscience. 
E. Watcor Barner, A.I.A.A. 
London, W.8. 


Threat to the Private-House Builder. 
To tHE Eprror or The Builder. 

Smr,—I have read with grave concern 
the statement made by a Ministry of 
Health official to the effect that a ban on 
the granting of new licences has been im- 
soon so that the immense number of 

ouses either under construction or on con- 
tract can be completed. There are at pre- 
sent 218,000 houses in the course of con- 
struction and 132,000 under contract, and 
instructions have been issued to local 
authorities from the Ministry that they 
must not enter into additional contracts for 
new Cae nga houses. By doing so they 
would .delay completion of the number 
under construction. 

I and many other builders and estate 
developers have, since the commencement 
of the post-war building programme, sunk 
our capital in land and put in the roads and 
sewers at great cost, with a view to pro- 
ceeding with a planned building pro- 

amme. In my own case I made provision 
or the future housing of 300 people, 
commenced roads and sewers in October, 
1945, and received in all some 27 building 
licences to erect houses and bungalows, 17 
of which are occupied and the remainder 
of which are almost completed. 

Unless some revision of licences takes 
place very shortly, I and many other 
builders will have to disband an organisa- 
tion which has been carefully and pains- 
takingly built up to erect quality houses at 
the prescribed limits. Six months is, in 
my opinion, a very conservative estimate, 
and I would suggest that three months is 
nearer the mark. 

Everyone connected with the industry 
realises that building by private enterprise 
is the answer to the housing problem, 
which has been conclusively proved by 
statistics given from time to time, but in 
— of this it “ne bans the Govern- 

ent is anxious to “‘ kill the 
lays the golden egg.” athe. 

In my experience the only serious short- 
age is that of timber, but surely the 
groundwork and brickwork could be carried 
on with until the promised supplies of 
timber come forward, and thus alleviate the 
swelling of the ranks of the unemployed 
which must automatically happen if the 
present programme is adhered to. 

In this district it will be impossible to 
absorb all the men as the local authority 
has substantially completed its own pro- 
games, _ Beage to the report will 
eceive no further allocatio 
be built for letting. ab eames 
Baila , Roasiecn, 

uilder and Estate 
Ashtead, Surrey. eee. 

- Basic Rates in Tenders. 

© THE Epritor or The Builder. 
Sir,—Basic rates in tenders are un- 
doubtedly cause for thought, and judg- 
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i from the correspondence in your 
columns, the various aspects of the situ- 
ation are being explained both by con- 
tractors and quantity surveyors. 

The R.I.B.A. contract fluctuations 
clause is, in my opinion, well balanced 
and meets to:day’s and future needs. 

The clause provides for the contractor 
to state the materials, etc., upon which 
fluctuations are required by him, based 
on the fact that he is unable to obtain 
a fixed price estimate from suppliers and 
sub-contractors. 

The employer does not want any fluc- 
tuation of the estimate he accepts, and 
consequently there is no need for the 
quantity surveyor or central pricing body 
ww prepare lists of prices for him. As 
soon as the contractor can get estimates 
which are not subject to fluctuations there 
will be no need for utilising the clause, 
and the matter will die a natural death. 
{In pre-war days such fluctuations were 
not in evidence. 

It is my normal practice, nowadays, to 
make provision for the contractor to state 
his basic prices in appendices which are 
part of the bills of quantities. Curiously 
enough, I find that some lists inserted 
are long and others comparatively short. 

I note that Mr. Carroll has been caused 
a great deal of thought, and agree that 
the list of basic prices is only part of the 
evidence of price variation that has to be 
considered by the quantity surveyor when 
completing the final account. 

The fluctuations clause, as I interpret 
it, does not, in effect, allow the contractor 
a free hand with basic prices. The 
clause, in my opinion, gives the contrac- 
tor a square deal, and, in addition, pro- 
vides the quantity surveyor with the 
power to see that a building owner does 
not inadvertently pay increased costs, 
which are not market price increases but 
the result of an incorrect basic price. 


Jocetyn R. Dovetas, 
Whitstable, Kent. ATLAS 


The Clerks of Works. 
To THe Epitror or The Builder. 


Sm,—May I be allowed to draw the 
attention of your readers to the change 
of name of the Incorporated Clerks of 
Works Association of Great Britain, 
which was founded in 1882 and incorpor- 
ated in 1903. It will in future be known 
by the registered name of the Institute 
of Clerks of Works of Great Britain 
Incorporated. 

For many years we have done what we 
could to raise the status of clerks of works 
by publishing a monthly journal, holding 
lectures, visiting works, and, since 1936, 
holding examinations. We have felt that 
the name Institute is more appropriate 
than Association in indicating the scope 
of our work as an incorporated society 
connected with a highly technical and 
ancient occupation. Hence the change 


now notified. 
W. J. Grains, 
General Secretary. 
5, Broughton-road, 
Thornton Heath, Surrey. 


Recent Appointments. 

Mr: Coun Sr. Crarmm Oakes, M.B.E., 
A.R.I.B.A., of Burmans, Ripe, Sussex, 
has been appointed principal architect to 
the Imperial War Graves Commission for 
the South-East Asia area. 

Mr. W. I. Warson, A.R.I.B.A., 
Belvedere-road, Taunton, has been ap- 

inted to a post in the Colonial Service in 
Northern Rhodesia. He was formerly on 
et Somerset County Council architectural 
staff. 
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NURSES’ HOME AT 


BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS 


Tue Beaconsfield District Nursin 
Association propose to erect a new an 
up-te-date nurses’ home in Beaconsfield, 
and have uired a site on the new 
Candlemas Mead Housing Estate from the 
Urban District Council. The site has 
views to the south and west, unrestricted 
by immediate buildings. The area to the 
south is pro as a public open space 
which will gpeetiead ad: by the ( Council, 
and the area to the west is occupied by 
playing fields of a private school. The 
frontage on the west side is 100 ft. and the 
depth from west to east is 90 ft. The 
approach road is on the west. 

The building has been planned without 
courts or enclosed areas. Elevations will 
be faced with brick and will have metal 
windows. The roofs will be covered with 
plain tiles. Externally the work will be in 
keeping with the designs for the adjoining 
Candlemas Mead Housing Estate. In plan- 
ning, consideration has been given to the 
importance of reducing house work to.a 
minimum. A single entrance door will be 
provided, thus easing control, but at the 
same time the public portions of the build- 
ing will be entirely separate from the liv- 
ing quarters. The entrance will consist of 
a porch, with inner and outer doors, a 
small hall with message table and doors to 
the waiting room, district room and living 
quarters. Patients will enter the district 
room via the waiting room (which has been 
provided with a separate w.c.) and leave 
direct to the hall. 

The living quarters are freely planned 
with hall, cloakroom, living room (with 
garden door) and dining room. Direct 
access will be obtained from the kitchen 
to the dining room. A utility room with 
drying cupboard, boiler, garage and wash- 
ing space will also be provided. The kit- 
chen has been planned as a working unit 
with. food stores, preparation table, sink, 
cooker and service so arranged as to reduce 
movement to a minimum. The first floor 
will consist of four bed-sitting rooms, a 
box room, w.c. and bathroom. Ample 
linen and store cupboards will be provided, 
and each bedroom will have a wardrobe 
and lavatory basin. 

Equiement: The district room will be 
fitted for the full needs of the service, with 
sink, draining boards, sterilising utensils, 
trolley for dressings and ample storage 
space for medicines and equipment. 

Services : Main services are available. 
Cooking and refrigeration will be by gas. 
Partial central heating and domestic hot 
water will be supplied from a ceniral boiler 
which may be placed in the kitchen, and 
gas fires will installed in bedrooms, 
dining room and district room to provide 
additional spare heating. A stove of the 
slow combustion type will be fitted in the 
living room. The architects are Messrs. 
Burgess, Holden and Watson (C. H. Wat- 
son, F.S.I., L.R.1.B.A., and H. Desmond 
Hall, A.R.I.B.A.), of Beaconsfield. 


—————————— 


Harlow New Town Corporation. 

“Tae Minister of Town. and Country 

Planning, Mr. Lewis Silkin, M.P., “a 

appointed the following as members of the 

Development Corporation - es ar. 
tlow, - 

ag Hearing Se MGR E., KCB. (chair- 


i t Gowers, G. 

Se oe biajor Get. Pakenham-Walsh, C.B., 
M.C. (vice-chairman), Mr. B, @. K. Allsop, 
C., egg rey €. aq Joyce, 
i Mrs. ° ewton, De Tay 
pe reen A. d, Mr. D. H. Whinney, 
Lady Russell and Mr. R. O. C. Hurst, J. ‘ 


. 








534 


APPRENTICESHIP IN THE 
BUILDING INDUSTRY 


A BROCHURE BY MR. FORSDIKE 

. Unper the title of ‘‘ An Opportunity for 
Youth,” the National Joint Apprenticeship 
Board has issued « brochure by Mr. W. H. 
Forsdike, Chairman oi the Board, the first 
of a series of small brochures dealing with 
apprenticeship in the building industry. 
This is a timely endeavour to let those 
interested in the welfare of the industrial 
youth of the country know the opportuni- 
ties that lie in the building industry. 

The building industry is notoriously a 
bad salesman for its own products, and its 
appreciation of its own importance in the 
national economy is too often but negative. 
The National Joint Apprenticeship Scheme 
has so much to commend it that it 
warrants the widest publicity throughout 
the industry, especially at this time. The 
small (all too small, we think) brochure by 
Mr. Forsdike is a step in the right direc- 
tion. In this brochure are set out the ten 
points of the National Scheme. It is a 
scheme which every member of the 
industry, from the architect to the 
labourer, should do everything possible to 
foster. 

No other industry in the country possesses 
such a comprehensive scheme. Its 
machinery of administration has its centres 
throughout the country. It has been in 
existence now for 18 menths. It was intro- 
duced into the industry very quietly 
through the simple medium of a resolution 
by the National Joint Council for the 
industry. In many other spheres anything 
approaching a similar development would, 
ro doubt, have been launched with much 
ceremony. It was not so, however, in this 
case, in spite of the fact that the scheme 
may well directly affect the lives of about 
25,000 new building craftsmen annually—a 
miniature ‘‘ National Service Act’’ in 
itself. In all this work Mr. W. H. 
Forsdike has been one of the scheme’s 
greatest protagonists. 

The potential power for good of this 
scheme is, if properly used, very wide and 
as wholly in the public’s as it is in the 
industry’s interest. An apprentice under 
the scheme is made subject to a course of 
training extending from the first to- the 
last day of his apprenticeship, supervised 
jointly by his employer (who accepts con- 
siderable responsibility on his behalf) and 
by. the ‘“‘ representative’’ of his Local 
Joint Apprenticeship Committee. 

Under the scheme a beginning has been 
made to the setting up of a system of 
scholarships for apprentices. The Board 
has now established the ‘‘ George H. 
Parker Memorial Scholarship”’ to the 
value of £200 annually for three years, 
whereby suitable apprentices can proceed 
direct from their apprenticeship to a course 
of University standing. It is hoped that 
many more of these memorial scholarships 
will be instituted both nationally and 
regionally. Already London and _ the 
Southern Counties have led the way 
regionally by establishing their own similar 
scholarship! This development is the 
result of ag OF weeps J work on the 
part of Mr. Forsdike and the other equally 
enthusiastic members of the National and 
Regional Joint Committees. 

Tt is symbolic of the industry,.that, while 
public - has been whipped into all 
sorts of literary frenzies over more 
ephemeral subjects, on the fundamental 
.miatter of craft training the National 
. Federations of Building Trades Employers 
and Building Trades Operatives have 
quietly proceeded with the formulation, 


THE BUILDER 


the launching and the administration of 
this scheme, upon the successful outcome 
of which the future craft technique of the 
industry will ultimately rest. % 

It is understood that a series of five 
further brochures by individual members 
of the Board’ are to be published dealing 
with’ different aspects of the National Joint 
Apprenticeship Scheme. Mr. Forsdike’s 
synopsis of the scheme is a good beginning. 
The purposes and objectives of this short 
series of publications should receive the 
support of all truly interested in the future 
of the technical crafts of the industry. 

Mr. Forsdike is not only the Chairman 
of the Apprenticeship Board but also of 
the National Joint Council itself. Success- 
fully to preside over the joint counsels of 
the industry -on matters concerning the 
wage status and working conditions of 
nearly a million building trade operatives 
must call for no mean abilities. The 
industry has been singularly fortunate in 
its elected leaders during most of the 
present century. ‘ 

Copies of the brochure referred to are 
obtainable from the offices of the Council, 
11, Weymouth-street, London, W.1. 


SLUMS AND 


SUB-STANDARD HOUSES 
MISTAKES OF THE PAST 


Some remarks on slum clearance and the 
scape cep. | of sub-standard _ houses 
were made by Mr.* Jonn H. Waricut, 
M.B.E., Chief Sanitary Inspector, Smeth- 
wick, when he addressed the annual con- 
ference of the Sanitary Inspectors’ Associa- 
tion, at Pending awa? on Monday, May 
19. 
Mr. Wright, who delivered a paper en- 
titled ‘‘The Present Housing Situation,”’ 
in the course of his remarks, said : 

Once a national housing survey has been 
made, it should be possible to mark down 
which individual houses and which areas 
require to be treated as slums. Houses 
which are intrinsically unfit and cannot be 
made fit should be demolished wherever 
they are sited. Others will require to be 
demolished as part of a larger plan of re- 
development. Indeed, all slum clearance 
measures should be carried out with an eye 
on the future planning and development 
of the district. A large number of houses, 
now unfit, will lend themselves to schemes 
of reclamation by means of reconstruction, 
enlargement, conversion, etc. But so-called 
reconstruction schemes for unfit houses 
which amount to no more than recondi- 
tioning or renovation will not do. We 


*must not allow, for example, a repetition 


of the reconditioning schemes carried out 
after the last war on hundréds of backsto- 
back houses in certain large cities, in 
which large sums per house were ex- 
pended, whilst still preserving fhe back- 
to-back character of the houses. 

The chief reason for the slow progress in 
bringing existing sub-standard houses up 
to a satisfactory standard has been, of 
course, the absence of any legal standard to 
work to. Subsection 4 of Section 188 of 


May 30 1947, 


tolerated in Shoreditch; and a working- 
class family in Barking needs as good a 
house as one in Bournemouth—or better. 
All this points to the urgent néed for the 
establishment of a national minimum 
standard of fitness for existing houses. 

The termination of a great war is an 
opportune time to make rapid advances in 
social progress. After the last war local 
authorities, with the assistance of the 
State, carried out with great success the 
new duty of providing houses for the 
people. The also got rid of the worst of 
the slums. But the problem of the sub- 
standard house remains a problem still. 
This time it must be tackled and tackled 
soon. It must proceed in step with the 
erection of new houses and with the more 
drastic and realistic treatment of slums. 
A time limit should be set within which 
all existing houses must be made to con- 
form to a minimum standard, or be 
liquidated. 


‘CARE OF CHURCHES 
PLANS FOR YORK CONFERENCE 


Many subjects of popular and artistic in- 
terest will be discussed at a Conference of 
Représentatives of Diocesan Advisory 
Committees for the Care of Churches 
(Northern Province) to be held at St. 
William’s College, York, from June 3 to 6. 
The main subjects and speakers will be as 
follows :— , 

“How the Advisory Committees Began,’”’ by 
Dr. Francis C. Eeles, O.B.E., F.S:A.Scot, Secre- 
tary of the Central Council. 

*Ugliness as a Denial of God,” by Canon 
Harold Anson, M.A., Master of the Temple. 

“ The ‘Structural Care of Old Churches,” with 
slides, by Mr. Leslie T. Moore, M.C., F.R.I.B.A. 

“ Appreciating Churches and Works of Art of 
the Renaissance,” by Professor A. E. Richard- 
son, R.A., F.R.I.B.A., F.S.A. : 

** Monuments and Their Care,’ with slides, by 
Miss Janet Becker. 

“The Law Relating to Churches and Church- 
yards,” by Chancellor W. S. Wigglesworth, 
ely LL.B., Vicar-General of the Province of 
York. 

“The Fittings and Ornaments of the 
Church.” with slides, by Mr. Harold S. Rogers, 

a F.R.LB.A 


J.P., M.A A. 
“The Lighting and Heating Problem,” by 
Mr. Bernard A. Miller, B.Arch., F.R.1.B.A., 
Liverpool School of Architecture. 

“Stained Glass—The Problems of Standards, 
Donors and Designs.” A talk with a display of 
sketches and cartoons, by the Very Rev. Eric 
Milner-White, D.S.0., Dean of York, Vice-Chair- 
man of the Centra! Council and Chairman of 
the York Diocesan Advisory Committee. 

** Advisory Committee Methods 
Problems.” Discussion. : : 

“Bells and Bell Hanging,” with slides, by 
Mr. A. A. Hughes, of Messrs. Mears and Stain- 
bank, Whitechapel Bell Foundry (established 
1570). ; 

. * Educating the Public.” Discussion. 

There will also be lecture tours of the 

Minster, and of interesting York city 


churches. 


ARCHITECTURAL 
ASSOCIATION 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COUNCIL 

Fotiow1nc is the result of the ballot for 
Officers and Council of the Architectural 
Association for the Session 1947-48, at the 
Ordinary General. Meeting held on 


Tuesday. 
President : Howard Robertson, M.C., 8.A.D.G., 


and 


the 1936 Act, which requires that fitness ppRyBa 


for human habitation shall be determined 
by reference to ‘‘ the general standard of 
housing accommodation for working classes 
in the district,’ gets us nowhere, or almost 
nowhere. It merely enables the district 
with a comparatively good existing stan- 
dard to maintain it and the poor district to 


live down to its own low standard. 
Actually, it is the district with the 
low standard that stands most in 
need of improvement. It is wrong, 
surely, to suppose that a house 
which would be condemned by reference 
to the Smethwick standard, must be 
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Hon. Librarian: §. E. T. Cusdin, O.B.E., 
A.R.LB.A. 
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F.R.LB.A 
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RESEARCH IN. 
HOUSE CONSTRUCTION 


HOUSING CENTRE TALK 

An account of the main conclusions 
reached so far by the Chief Scientific Ad- 
viser’s Department at the Ministry of 
Works as the result of recent investiga- 
tions into the economic aspects of differs 
ent forms of house construction was given 
at the Housing Centre on Tuesday, May 
20, by Mr, R. Firzmavurice, ‘Deputy 
Chief Scientific Adviser at the Ministry. 

The Department had come out fairly 
strongly in favour (for the time being 
at least) of the concrete house, he said. 
The reason was not that concrete had any 
inherent advantage but that it suited the 
economics of the moment, 

The speaker began by stating that his 
Department had now been able to analyse 
some of the results of the study which 
they began at about the period of the end 
of the European War. After explaining 
that the investigations were concerned 
more with the economics of house con- 
struction than with the physical and 
chemical properties of the traditional and 
new methods of building, he said that 
several thousands of designs were sub- 
mitted and between 100. and 200 proto- 
types licensed. Groups of 50 to 100 
houses were built under contract with the 
Ministry of Works, the Ministry. being 
granted complete facilities for ‘aking re- 
cords of what happened on the sites. 

In these experiments in the design of 
houses there had been a stupendous revo- 
lution from the point of view of struc- 
tural design. The effects of this revolu- 
tion were extremely pronounced. Under 
the old rule-of-thumb methods, employed 
to meet the building by-laws, allowances 
had to be made for the most extreme con- 
ditions. That might Have been just a4 
little bit wasteful in materials. The new 
methods did achieve some economy in this 
respect, 

The first direction in which one looked 
for economy, therefore, was in cutting 
down the materials used. The next was 
in the direction of the use of machines 
to save labour. There were two chief uses 
of machinery in this respect. One was 
to replace arduous manual effort by 
power derived from coal, substituting the 
manual effort of a man by a very small 
quantity of coal and, the second, to do 
the work much more accurately than it 
could be done by manual labour. There 
were new ways of putting a building to- 
gether which would save a great deal of 
labour and, given reasonable scope, would 
undoubtedly save money as well. 


Need to Save Timber. 

After making the statement about con- 
crete already quoted, the speaker pointed 
out the urgent need at the present time 
to save timber, which would be the best 
material for prefabrication methods if it 
were available in sufficient quantities. 
Steel -had every advantage from the point 
of view of ‘ workability,” but it took 
about 24 tons of coal to make one ton of 
steel—and we were very short of coal. 

One therefore came down to the various 
types of concrete structures which seemed 
to be most suitable for our requirements 
at the moment. You could have a con- 
crete house built of small but accurately 
made pieces which could be easily man- 
handled, so that you did not have to use 
a lot of labour or machinery on the site. 


The other extreme was the house built of 
large masses fabricated by machinery on 
the site. Good houses of types were 


very economical. The house which came 
somewhere between these two types was 
ay too big to be handled conveniently 
y one or two men on the site but did 
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not give the machine a real ‘‘ mouthful ”’ 
to deal with and did not seem a particu- 
larly attractive  sagyeseerapog The machine 
had to be paid for, just as the men whom 
it repl had tto be paid. If it stood 
idle it was eating its head off. Therefore 
the organising of the handling of the 
machine must be first class. Consequently 
you had an organisationai problem with 
machines as well as a technical problem. 
You must'have the right scale and the 
right rate of .production and you must 
keep the machines continuously employed 
for them to be economically efficient. 
The new techniques seemed capable of 
saving from 30 to 40 per cent. of man- 
hours from the time of obtaining the raw 
materials (such as those from which you 
made your bricks and mane to the com- 
pletion of the house. Probably there was 
also a small saving in cost, provided that 
the scale and tempo of development were 
correct. That saving would become more 
and more important. After all, the non- 
traditional methods had been in use only 
for two-and-a-half years, whereas the tra- 
ditional had been gving on. for centuries. 
In reply to a question, Mr. Fitzmaurice 
said that so far substitutes for timber 
for sloping roofs had proved more expen- 
sive than timber. It was extremely diffi- 
cult to see any alternative to the flat roof 
when non-traditional methods of construc- 
tion were used. Answering another point 
raised in the discussion, he thought the 
day when the designer of a building dic- 
tated the constructional method was pass- 
ing. The building of the future would 
have to be a matter of teamwork, 


MOVABLE DWELLINGS 
DIFFICULTIES OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES 


Some of the difficulties being experienced 
by local authorities in the matter of 
movable dwellings were discussed at 
Bournemouth at the recent annual confer- 
ence of the Sanitary Inspectors’ Associa- 
tion. 

Mr. W. Francis, surveyor and chief 
sanitary inspector, Battle R.D.C., who 
presented a paper on the subject, said :— 

As a result of the war the problem of 
movable dwellings is more difficult than 
ever in some parts of the country. Owners 
of substandard shacks which were formerly 
used only for holiday purposes have been 
eager to let these structures to the home- 
less, who are only too glad to obtain a 
shelter of any kind. Drastic measures are 
out of the question in these circumstances, 
and the only solution appears to be the 
provision in adequate numbers of Council 
houses. 

The colonies of nondescript movable 
dwellings to be found dotted along our 
beautiful coasts and river yalleys is a ldst- 
ing disgrace to our past legislators. 

Prior to 1937 the only method of dealing 
with movable dwellings (then called tem- 
porary buildings) was by the adoption of 
Section 27 of the Public Health Act, 1907. 
This cumbersome and ineffective section. 
although adoptive, was not retrospective 
and could not he applied to structures set 
up before its adoption by the local autho- 
rity. 


A Complex Situation. 

In the absence of any clear lead from 
Government Departments, loca] authorities 
are still left to grapple with this complex 
situation with limited legal powers which, 
to say the least, are insufficient. The limi- 
tations, defects and obscurity. coupled with 
the loopholes and abuses of Section 269 of 
the Public Health Act, 1936. have led to 
many anomalies; these should be cleared 
up without delay. 

The demand for camping facilities has 
undoubtedly come to stay, and therefore 
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it behoves local authorities to make ade- 
quate provision to meet the demand, whilst 
at the same time safeguarding public health 
and the amenities which attract campers 
to any beauty spot. Whether this can be 
successfully achieved under existing legis- 
lation is extremely doubtful, but until the 
position is further clarified extreme caution 
is necessary. Before the issue of any licence 
for the use of land as sites for movable 
dwellings, local authorities should fully 
realise that the licence will be in perpetuity 
and that the conditions which can be 
imposed are confined to certain specific 
matters. 

Once a colony of pseudo-movable dwell- 
ings has become established it is extremely 
difficult to secure its removal. Even when 
the structures are occupied permanently by 
members of the working classes it is by no 
means certain that the Minister will con- 
firm Clearance Orders under Section 28 (8) 
of the Housing Act, 1936. Unless licences 
are in force, either in respect of the site 
or ae the Senne Leaner the only 
remedy a rs to be roceedings in 
local yt under Sector 269, Publie 
Health Act, 1936. 

In view of the discretion allowed under 
Section 269 (1) (a) with regard to the 
classes of movable dwellings which may 
be kept on a site, there is absolutely no 
justification for allowing any further spolia- 
tion of the countryside or seashore by the 
presence of old buses, pantechnicons and 
the like. All these must go as soon as 
circumstances allow, and the only camps 
licensed should be for : (1) Genuine trailer 
caravans which comply with the Road 
‘Traffic Acts and Regulations; and (2) tent 
camping grounds. In all cases the pro- 
vision of a piped water supply and prover 
drainage arrangements should be insisted 


upon. 

The difficulties in large rural districts 
of checking the number of days each mov- 
able dwelling stands upon its site have to 
be experienced to be fully appreciated. 
Often, the only way of — with this 
task is by the employment of additional 
staff during the summer months, as in the 
case of the Battle Rural District, where 
hundreds of these structures have been 
dealt with since the formation of the Coun- 
cil in 1934. 

What, then, are the points to which 
attention should be directed in order to 
secure adequate control of movable dwell- 
ings and the sites upon which they stand, 
and what, if any, action can we take to 
secure this end? 


Some Suggestions. 

The following suggestions are put for- 
ward and will, it is hoped, provoke am 
interesting discussion :— 

(1) Subsections (1) (i) and (1) (a) of 
Section 269, Public Health Act, 1936, 
should be repealed. This would take out. 
of the Public Health Act the power to 
control the use of land as sites for mov- 
able dwellings. 

(2) The repeal of Subsection (5) (i) (a) 
of the same Section. 

This would prevent the siting of mov- 
able dwellings on land occupied in con- 
néction with a dwelling-house. 

(3) Subsection (4) should be amended 
so as to extend to two months the perio? 
during which a notice of refusal must 
be given. 

(4) The use of land as sites for movable 
dwellings should forthwith be brought 
under planning control. 

(5) Planning authorities should inclade 
in scheme maps suitable sites where 
camping would be permitted. 

(6) The Minister of Transport should 
be empowered to order the breaking-up 
of every public service vehicle withdrawn 
from service. 
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APPRENTICESHIP IN THE 
BUILDING INDUSTRY 


A BROCHURE BY MR. FORSDIKE 


. Unper the title of ‘‘ An Opportunity for 
Youth,” the National Joint Apprenticeship 
Board has issued a brochure by Mr, W. H. 
Porsdike, Chairman oi the Board, the first 
of a series of small brochures dealing with 
apprenticeship in the building industry. 
This is a timely endeavour to let those 
interested in the welfare of the industrial 
youth of the country know the opportuni- 
ties that lie in the building industry. 

The building industry is notoriously a 
bad aalinian toe its own products, af its 
appreciation of its own importance in the 
national economy is too often but negative. 
The National Joint Apprenticeship Scheme 
has so much to commend it that it 
warrants the widest publicity throughout 
the industry, especially at this time. The 
small (all too small, we think) brochure by 
Mr. Forsdike is a step in the right direc- 
tion. In this brochure are set out the ten 
points of the National Scheme. It is a 
scheme which every member of the 
industry, from the architect to the 
labourer, should do everything possible to 
foster. 

No other industry in the country possesses 
such a comprehensive scheme. Its 
machinery of administration has its centres 
throughout the country. It has been in 
existence now for 18 menths. It was intro- 
duced into the industry very quietly 
through the simple medium of a resolution 
by the National Joint Council for the 


industry. In maay other spheres anything 
approaching a similar development would, 
no doubt, have been launched with much 


ceremony. It was not so, however, in this 
case, in spite of the fact that the scheme 
may well directly affect the lives of about 
25,000 new building craftsmen annually—a 
miniature ‘‘ National Service Act’’ in 
itself. In all this work Mr. W. H. 
Forsdike has been one of the scheme’s 
greatest protagonists. 

The potential power for good of this 
scheme is, if properly used, very wide and 
as wholly in the public’s as it is in the 
industry’s interest. An apprentice under 
the scheme is made subject to a course of 
training extending from the first to-the 
last day of his apprenticeship, supervised 
jointly by his employer (who accepts con- 
siderable responsibility on his behalf) and 
by the “‘ representative’’ of his Local 
Joint Apprenticeship Committee. 

Under the scheme a beginning has been 
made to the setting up of a system of 
scholarships for apprentices. The Board 
has now established the ‘‘ George H. 
Parker Memorial Scholarship’’ to the 
value of £200 annually for three years, 
whereby suitable apprentices can proceed 
direct from their apprenticeship to a course 
of University standing. It is hoped that 
many more of these memorial scholarships 
will be instituted both nationally and 
regionally. Already London and the 
Southern Counties have led the way 
regionally ky establishing their own similar 

olarship! This development is the 
result of much painstaking work on the 
part of Mr. Forsdike and the other equally 
enthusiastic members of the National and 
Regional Joint Committees. 

It is symbolic of the industry.that, while 

. public agitation has been whipped into all 
.sorts of literary frenzies over more 
‘ephemeral subjects, on the fundamental 
-miatter of craft training the National 
. Federations of Building Trades Employers 
and.’ Building Trades Operatives have 
quietly proceeded with the formulation, 


THE BUILDER 


the launching and the administration @f 
this scheme, upon the successful outcome 
of which the future craft technique of the 
industry will ultimately rest. ‘ 

It is understood that a series of five 
further brochures by individual. members 
of the Board’ are to be published dealing 
with’ different aspects of the National Joint 
Apprenticeship Scheme. Mr. Forsdike’s 
synopsis of the scheme is a good beginning. 
The purposes and objectives of this short 
series of publications should receive the 
support of all truly interested in the future 
of the technical crafts of the industry. 

Mr. Forsdike is not only the Chairman 
of the Apprenticeship Board but also of 
the National Joint Council itself. Success- 
fully to preside over the joint counsels of 
the industry -on matters concerning the 
wage status and working conditions of 
nearly a million building trade operatives 
must for no mean abilities. The 
industry has been singularly fortunate in 
its elected leaders during most of the 
present century. . 

Copies of the brochure referred to are 
obtainable from the offices of the Council, 
11, Weymouth-street, London, W.1. 


SLUMS AND 


SUB-STANDARD HOUSES 
MISTAKES OF THE PAST 


Some remarks on slum clearance and the 
reconditioni of sub-standard houses 
were weds by Mr.’ Jonn H. Waricut, 
M.B.E., Chief Sanitary Inspector, Smeth- 
wick, when he addressed the annual con- 
ference of the Sanitary Inspectors’ Associa- 
tion, at Bournemouth, on Monday, May 


Mr. Wright, who delivered a paper en- 
titled ‘‘ The Present Housing Situation,”’ 
in the course of his remarks, said : 

Once a national housing survey has been 
made, it should be possible to mark down 
which individual houses and which areas 
require to be treated as slums. Houses 
which are intrinsically unfit and cannot be 
made fit should be demolished wherever 
they are sited. Others will require to be 
demolished as part of a larger plan of re- 
development. Indeed, all slum clearance 
measures should be carried out with an eye 
on the future planning and development 
of the district. A large number of houses, 
now unfit, will lend themselves to schemes 
of reclamation by means of reconstruction, 
enlargement, conversion, etc. But so-called 
reconstruction schemes for unfit houses 
which amount to no more than recondi- 
tioning or renovation will not do. We 


‘must not allow, for example, a repetition 


of the reconditioning schemes carried out 
after the last war on hundréds of back-to- 
back houses in certain large cities, in 
which large sums per house were ex- 
pended, whilst still preserving the back- 
to-back character of the houses. 

The chief reason for the slow progress in 
bringing existing sub-standard houses up 
to a satisfactory standard has been, of 
course, the absence of any legal standard to 
work to. Subsection 4 of Section 188 of 
the 1936 Act, which requires that fitness 
for human habitation shall be determined 
by reference to ‘‘ the general standard of 
housing accommodation for working classes 
in the district,”” gets us nowhere, or almost 
nowhere. It merely enables the district 
with a comparatively good existing stan- 
dard to maintain it and the poor district to 


live down to its own low standard. 
Actually, it. is the district with the 
low. standard that stands most in 


need of 
surely, to 


wrong, 


improvement. It is 
house 


suppose that a 


which would be condemned by reference 
to the Smethwick standard, must be 
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tolerated in Shoreditch; and a working- 
class family in Barking needs as good a 
house as one.in Bournemouth—or better. 
All this points to the urgent néed for the 
establishment of a. national minimum 
standard of fitness for existing houses. 

The termination of a great war is an 
opportune time to make rapid advances in 
social progress. After the last war. loca! 
authorities, with the assistance of the 
State, carried out with great success the 
new wey of providing houses for the 
people. as,“ also got rid of the worst of 
the slums. But the problem of the sub- 
standard house remains a problem still. 
This time it must be tackled and tackled 
soon. It must proceed in step with the 
erection of new houses and with the more 
drastic and realistic treatment of slums. 
A time limit should be set within which 
all existing houses must be made to con- 
form to a .minimum standard, or be 
liquidated. 


‘CARE OF CHURCHES 


PLANS FOR YORK CONFERENCE 

Many subjects of popular and artistic in- 
terest will be discussed at a Conference of 
Représentatives of Diocesan Advisory 
Committees for the Care of Churches 
(Northern Province) to be held at St. 
William’s College, York, from June 3 to 6. 
The main subjects and speakers will be as 
follows :— 

“How the Advisory Committees Began,”’ by 
Dr. Francis C. Eeles, O.B.E., F.S.A.Scot, Secre- 
tary of the Central Council. 

“Ugliness as a Denial of God,” by Canon 
Harold Anson, M.A., Master of the Temple. 

“The ‘Structural Care of Old Churches,” with 
slides, by Mr. Leslie T. Moore, M.C., F.R.I.B.A. 

** Appreciating Churches and Works of Art of 
the Renaissance,” by Professor A. E. Richard- 
son, R.A., F.R.1.B.A., F.S.A. 5 ; 

«Monuments and Their Care,”’ with slides, by 
Miss Janet Becker. 

“ The Law Relating to Churches and Church- 
yards,” by Chancellor W. 8. Wigglesworth, 
yA. LL.B., Vicar-General of the Province of 
York. 

“The Fittings and Ornaments of the 
Church,” with slides, by Mr. Harold S. Rogers, 
J.P., M.A., F.S.A., F.R.LB.A. 

“The Lighting and Heating Problem,” by 
Mr. Bernard A. Miller, B.Arch., F.R.1.B.A., 
Liverpool School of Architecture. 

“Stained Glass—The Problems of Standards. 
Donors and Designs.” A talk with a display of 
sketches and carteons, by the Very_Rev. Eric 
Milner-White, D.S.0., Dean of York, Vice-Chair- 
man of the Centra! Council and. Chairman of 
the York Diocesan Advisory Committee. 

“* Advisory Committee Methods and 
Problems.” Discussion. . : , 

“Bells and Bell Hanging,” with slides, by 
Mr. A. A. Hughes, of Messrs. Mears and Stain- 
bank, Whitechapel Bell Foundry (established 
1570). : 

_* Educating the Public.” Discussion. 

There will also be lecture tours of the 

Minster, and of interesting York city 


churches. 
ARCHITECTURAL 
ASSOCIATION 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COUNCIL 

Fotiow1nc is the result of the ballot for 
Officers and Council of the Architectural 
Association for the Session 1947-48, at the 
Ordinary General. Meeting held on 
Tuesday. 

President: Howard Robertson, M.C., 8.A.D.G., 
F.R.LB.A. 

Vice-Presidents: R. E. Enthoven, F.R.1.B.A., 
and Eric L. Bird, M.C., A.R.I.B.A. 

Hon, Secretary: Anthony M. Chitty, M.A., 
F.R.LB.A. 

Hon. Treasurer: Henry Braddock, A.R.I.B.A. 

Hon. Editor: Hugh Casson, M.A., A.R.I.B.A. 


Hon. Librarian: §. E. T. Cusdin, O.B.E., 
A.R.L.B.A. 
Past President: Graham Dawbarn, M.A., 
F.R.LB.A 


Ordinary Members of Council: A. R. F. Ander- 
son, F.R.1.B.A., John R. Atkinson, A.R.I.BiA., 
Mrs. Anthony Cox, A.R.LB.A. F. E. B. 
MacManus, _ F.R.1.B.A., Lionel. G. -Pearson, 
F.R.LB.A., Anthony Pott, A.R.I.B.A., The Hon. 
Godfrey Samuel, M.A., F.R.I.B.A., Peter F. 
Shepheard, B.Arch., A.R.I.B.A., Bryan West 
wood, A.RLB.A.. Hilton Wright, A.R-LB.A. 
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RESEARCH IN 
HOUSE CONSTRUCTION 
HOUSING CENTRE TALK 


An account of the main conclusions 
reached so far by the Chief Scientific Ad- 
viser’s Department at the Ministry of 
Works as the result of recent investiga- 
tions into the economic aspects of differ: 
ent forms of house construction was given 
at the Housing Centre on Tuesday, May 
20, by Mr, R. Frrzmaurice, Deputy 
Chief Scientific Adviser at the Ministry. 

The Department had come out fairly 
strongly in favour (for the time being 
at least) of the concrete house, he said. 
The reason was not that concrete had any 
inherent advantage but that it suited the 
economics of the moment, 

The speaker began by stating that his 
Department had now been able to analyse 
some Of the results of the study which 
they began at about the period of the end 
of the European War. After explaining 
that the investigations were concerned 
more with the economics of house con- 
struction: than with the physical and 
chemical properties of the traditional and 
new methods of building, he said that 
several thousands of designs were sub- 
mitted and between 100. and 200 proto- 
types licensed. Groups of 50 to 100 
houses were built under contract with the 
Ministry of Works, the Ministry. being 
granted complete facilities for ‘aking re- 
cords of what happened on the sites. 

In these experiments in the design of 
houses there had been a stupendous revo- 
lution from the point of view of struc- 
tural design. The effects of this revolu- 
tion were extremely pronounced. Under 
the old rule-of-thumb methods, employed 
to meet the building by-laws, allowances 
had to be made for the most extreme. con- 
ditions. That might Have been just 
little bit wasteful in materials. The new 
methods did achieve some economy in this 
respect, 

The first direction in which one looked 
for economy, therefore, was in cutting 
down the materials used. The next was 
in the direction of the use of machines 
to save labour. There were two chief uses 
of machinery in this respect. One was 
to replace arduous manual effort by 
power derived from coal, substituting the 
manual effort of a man by a very small 
quantity of coal and, the second, to do 
the work much more accurately than it 
could be done by manual labour. There 
were new ways of putting a building to- 
gether which would save a great deal of 
labour and, given reasonable scope, would 
undoubtedly save money as well. 


Need to Save Timber. 

After making the statement about con- 
crete already quoted, the speaker pointed 
out the urgent need at the present time 
to save timber, which would be the best 
material for prefabrication methods if it 
were available in sufficient quantities. 
Steel -had every advantage from the point 
of view of ‘‘ workability,’’ but, it took 
about 24 tons of coal to make one ton of 
steel—and we were very short of coal. 

One therefore came down to the various 
types of concrete structures which seemed 
to be most suitable for our requirementa 
at the moment. You could have a con- 
crete house built of small but accurately 
made pieces which could be easily man- 
handled, so that you did not have to use 
a lot of labour or machinery on the site. 
The other extreme was the house built of 
large masses fabricated. by machinery on 
the site. Good houses of both types were 
very economical. The house which came 
somewhere between these two types was 
just too big to be handled conveniently 

y One or two men on the site but did 
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not give the machine a real ‘‘ mouthful ”’ 
to deal with and did not seem a particu- 
larly attractive im raspy The machine 
had to be paid for, just as the men whom 
it repl: had to be paid. If it stco 
idle it was eating its head off. Therefore 
the organising of the handling of the 
machine must be first class. Consequently 
you_ had an organisational problem with 
machines as well as a technical problem. 
You must'have the right scale and the 
right rate of .production and you must 
keep the machines continuously employed 
for them to be economically efficient, 
The new techniques seemed capable of 
saving from 30 to 40 per cent. of man- 
hours from the time of obtaining the raw 
materials (such as those from which you 
made your bricks and emer | to the com- 
pletion of the house. Probably there was 
also a small saving in cost, provided that 
the scale and tempo of development were 
correct. That saving would become more 
and more important. After all, the non- 
traditional methods had been in use only 
for two-and-a-half years, whereas the tra- 
ditional had been guing on. for centuries. 
In reply to a question, Mr. Fitzmaurice 
said that so far substitutes for timber 
for sloping roofs had proved more expen- 
sive than timber. It was extremely diffi- 
cult to see any alternative ‘to the flat roof 
when non-traditional methods of construc- 
tion were used. Answering another point 
raised in the discussion, he thought the 
day when the designer of a building dic- 
tated the constructional method was pass- 
ing. The building of the future would 
have to be a matter of teamwork. 


MOVABLE DWELLINGS 

DIFFICULTIES OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

Some of the difficulties being experienced 
by local authorities in the matter of 
movable dwellings were discussed at 
Bournemouth at the recent annual confer- 
ence of the Sanitary Inspectors’ Associa- 
tion. 


Mr. W. Francis, surveyor and chief ‘ 


sanitary inspector, Battle R.D.C., who 
presented a paper on the subject, said :— 

As a result of the war the problem of 
movable dwellings is more difficult than 
ever in some parts of the country. Owners 
of substandard shacks which. were formerly 
used only for holiday purposes have been 
eager to let these structures to the home- 
less. who are only too glad to obtain a 
shelter of any kind. Drastic measures are 
out of the question in these circumstances, 
and the only solution appears to be the 
provision in adequate numbers of Council 
houses. 

The colonies of nondescript movable 
dwellings to be found dotted along our 
beautiful coasts and river yalleys is a ldst- 
ing disgrace to our past legislators. 

Prior to 1937 the only method of dealing 
with movable dwellings (then called tem- 
porary buildings) was by the adoption of 
Section 27 of the Public Health Act, 1907. 
This cumbersome and ineffective section. 
although adoptive, was not retrospective 
and could not he applied to structures set 
up before its adoption by the local autho- 
rity. 


A Complex Situation. 

In the absence of any «clear lead from 
Government Departments, local authorities 
are still left to grapple with this complex 
situation with limited legal powers which, 
to say the least, are insufficient. The limi- 
tations, defects and obscurity. coupled with 
the loopholes and abuses of Section 269 of 
the Public Health ‘Act, 1936. have led to 
many anomalies; these should be cleared 
up without delay. 

The demand for camping facilities has 
undoubtedly come to stay, and therefore 
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it behoves local authorities to make ade 
quate provision to meet the demand, whilst 
at the same time saf ing public health 
and the amenities which attract campers 
to ary beauty spot. Whether this can he 
successfully achieved under existing legis- 
lation is extremely doubtful, but until the 
position is further clarified extreme caution 
is necessary. Before the issue of any licence 
for the use of land as sites for movable 
dwellings, local authorities should fully 
realise that the licence will be in perinty 
and that the conditions which can be 
imposed are confined to certain specific 
matters. 

Once a colony of one gs pagar dwell- 
ings has become established it is extremely 
difficult to secure its removal. Even when 
the structures are occupied permanently by 
members of the working classes it is by no 
means certain that the Minister will con- 
firm Clearance Orders under Section 28 (8) 
of the Housing Act, 1936. Unless licences 
are in force, either in respect of the site 
or of the dwellings themselves, the only 
remedy appears to be by proceedings in 
local courts under Section 269, Public 
Health Act, 1936. 

In view of the discretion allowed under 
Section 269 (1). (a) with regard to the 
classes of movable dwellings which may 
be kept on a site, there is absolutely no 
justification for allowing any further spolia- 
tion of the countryside or seashore by the 
presence of old buses, pantechnicons and 
the like. All these must go as soon as 
circumstances allow, and the only. camps 
licensed should be for : (1) Genuine trailer 
caravans which comply with the Road 
‘Traffic Acts and Regulations; and (2) tent 
camping grounds. In all cases the pro- 
vision of a piped water supply and prover 
drainage arrangements should be insisted 


upon. 

FThe difficulties in large rural districts 
of checking the number of days each mov- 
able dwelling stands upon its site have to 
be experienced to be fully appreciated. 
Often, the only way of coping with this 
task is by the employment of additional 
staff during the summer months, as in the 
case of the Battle Rural District, where 
hundreds of these structures have. been 
dealt with since the formation of the Coun- 
cil in 1934. 

What, then, are the points to which 
attention should be directed in order to 
secure adequate control of movable dwell- 
ings and the sites upon which they stand, 
and what, if any, action can we take to 
secure this end? 


Some Suggestions. 

The following suggestions are put for- 
ward and will, it is hoped, provoke an 
interesting discussion :— 

(1) Subsections (1) (i) and (1) (a) of 
Section 269, Public Health Act, 1936, 
should be repealed. This would take out. 
of the Public Health Act the power to 


.: control the use of land as sites for mov- 


able dwellings. ; ? 

(2) The repeal of Subsection (5) (i) (a) 
of the same Section. 

This would prevent the siting of mov- 
able dwellings on land occupied in con- 
néction with a dwelling-house. 

(3) Subsection (4) should be amended 
so as to extend to two months the perio? 
during which a notice of refusal must 

_ be given. ‘ 

(4) The use of land as sites for movable 
dwellin 
under pees control. 

(5). Planning authorities should include 
in scheme maps suitable sites where 
camping would be permitted. 

(6) The Minister of Transport should 
be empowered to order the breaking-up 
of every public service vehicle withdrawn 
from service. 


should forthwith be brought * 
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RURAL HOUSING 


‘THE NATION’S REQUIREMENTS 


At a meeting of the Hampshire Federa- 
tion of Women’s Institutes, held in the 
Banqueting Room of the Guild Hall, Win- 
chester, recently, Mr. B. 8. Townroe, 
D.L., J.P., a member of the Central Hous- 
ing Advisory Committee of the Ministry 
of Health, spoke on various cts of rural 
housing. e said that in 1919 in rural 
districts of England and Wales practicall 
all the housing was owned privately, wit 
4.3 persons to each house. ithin twenty 
years in rural areas 707,000 houses were built 
by private enterprise and 159,000 by rural 
district councils. There was an average 
density of about 3.4 persons per house. 
Rural slums were being swept away, and 
overcrowding had been relieved by about 
20 per cent. in the country, as compared 
with 10 per cent. in the towns. nder 
Mr: Walter Elliot, then Minister of Health, 
the stage was set for further measures 
which would have resulted in a very 
marked improvement in the supply and 
standard of agricultural ‘housing had not 
the war broken out. 

Among the results of the war in the field 
of housing was that rural slums are far 
worse than they were twenty years ago; 
that our housing standards had been 
lamentably reduced; and that ‘housin 
costs had been gossly increased. Men and 
women, whatever might be their political 
views, should unite to make every pos- 
sible effort to bring about a revolution 
in rural housing coaditina in the next ten 
ears. 

We should have to augment our home- 
rown food if we were not to be ver 
ungry in this country in the future. © It 
was therefore imperative that at least« 
100,000 more permanent workers should be 
attracted to work on the land. It was 
equally important that trained agricultural 
workers should not desert the countryside 
-for lack of good ‘homes. A _ relatively 
higher proportion of rural workers lived 
to-day in dwellings built over thirty years 
ago than is the case in the towns. These 
were out of date, with no water laid on, 
often very damp: and inconvenient to the 

housewife. 

There were three main directions for 
‘reform : 

1. Tux Bumpine or New Hovsss : This 
spring 465 out of 475 rural district coun- 
cils had tenders approved for building 
42,393 permanent new houses. These would 
be council houses, costing public funds, 
through taxes and rates, as much as 10s., 
and in some cases over £1, a week. Private 
builders under licence, without subsidies 
from public funds, had completed in rural 
areas by the end of February over 8,000 
new ‘houses. Housing associations had 
begun the construction of over 100 new 
houses. 

2. TemMporRARY PREFABRICATED Hovsss, 
numbering over 5,000, had already been 
completed in rural areas, and in additidén 
over 1, rmanent non-traditional 
houses. The Airey rural house, which was 
being pressed upon rural districts, could be 
built with less skilled site labour than the 
ordinary traditional house, and it was pro- 
posed to complete the manufacture of 
-20,000 by September, 1948: Aluminium 
bungalows were also being produced, but 
many of these were to be sent to mining 
areas. In hig: opinion, agricultural 
workers, providing home-grown food, de- 
served as much consideration for homes as 

, miners digging for coal. 
. THE CONDITIONING OF EXISTING. 
Houses : Under present conditions it was 
out of the question to carry out inexpensive 
improvements to a poate except as a 
‘very temporary expedient of patching up. 
The Rural Houging Committee, in Sher 
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recent Report, urged that public funds 
should be made available only for re- 
conditioning schemes which would bring 
old houses to modern standards. In 
short, reconditioned cottages would have 
to be dry, with every room properly 
lighted and ventilated, with water laid on 
for all purposes, inside the house, including 
hot water for domestic services, with a 
bath, w.c., sink, a drainage system, points 
for artificial lighting, a well-ventilated 
larder or food store, and a surfaced path 
outside. Skilled architectural advice 
should be obtained in every case, but 
especially for the reconditioning o 

houses of architectural or historic merit. 

The Government were at present con- 
sidering proposals for dealing with approxi- 
mately 100,000 houses in rural districts on 
a basis of ‘a Government grant of £300 per 
house, £200 from the taxpayer, £50 from 
the rural ratepaper, and £50 from county 
council ratepayer. Loans on favourable 
terms might be made available. Be- 
fore the war a grant of £100, paid anny 
by the taxpayer and ratepayer, was offered 
for wreconditioning. ere would, of 
course, have to be certain conditions im- 

sed to make sure that standards of com- 
ort and convenience were maintained and 
that the rents charged were not in excess 
of those paid by other rural workers. 

It would be difficult to find and select 
suitable properties for reconditioning, and 
each cottage would present special prob- 
lems, if the alterations were not to be 
gimcrack and temporary. If we were to 
increase our rural workers we must provide 
either new houses or . modernised old 
houses. 





Library Service to Technical Schools. 

A. standard .library has. now been 
supplied by the Timber Development 
Association to 42 schools and colleges 
holding T.D.A.-classes of instruction in 
timber technology. Books forming the 
standard library shave recently been 
placed in educational establishments at 
Aberdeen, City of London, Erith. Gilling- 
ham, Gravesend, Gloucester, Hammer- 
smith, Lewisham and Stirling. 
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TREES IN URBAN AREAS 
HOUSING CENTRE TALK 


Appressinc the Housing Centre on Tues- 
day, May 13, on the subject, ‘‘ Trees and 
Landscape. Architecture in Relation to 
Housing,’’ Miss Brenva Corvin, F.1.L.A., 
said there was room for a great deal of im- 
provement in the use of trees, the way 
they were planted and what varieties of 
trees were used. 

In connection with housing schemes the 
value of trees was that they improved the 
ab ac health and well-being of the people 
iving on the estate, beause they purified 
the atmosphere; they were also needed to 
‘form a -fine landscape setting for human 
life. The use of trees merely as ornaments 
should be forgotten as much as possible, 
for they had a material value as shelter 
against the wind. Trees also gave protec- 
tion from dust, smoke and noise. A belt 
of trees between an industrial and a resi- 
dential area or between a railway and 
houses was a feature well worth exploring 
in urban development schemes. 

Another use of trees was to mark 
boundaries and to define open spaces in a 
plan. , 

The most important function of trees in 
connection with housing estates, however, 
was supplying a large vertical mass to 
counterbalance the effect of an estate which 
might be somewhat monotonous despite its 
high architectural standard. Trees could 
give a completely new skyline in such 
cases. It should be emphasised that the 
planting of trees must be combined with 
the siting of buildings. 

Trees also supplied the background to 
buildings. They created a skyline, or a 
large part of it, if they were correctly 
spaced and grouped; but they must. be 
much taller than the houses. Streets 
which consisted largely of tall trees were 
very much less’ in need of small trees 
directly in-front of the houses, for the small 
trees only emphasised the low horizon of 
the houses. 

There had been an enormous advance in 
recent years in the use of mature trees in 
architectural layouts. Trees broke up the 
geometrical layout of buildings and helped 
to create a more interesting plan. The ob- 
jections to planting large trees were chiefly 
that they caused too much shade, took up 
too much space and grew too slowly. 
These objections could be overcome by 
proper spacing at the outset. Suitable 
trees for planting close to buildings were 
sycamore, maple, hornbeam, cherry or 


birch. 

SPEKE. HALL 
ARCHITECTURAL BEAUTY OF A 
STATELY HOME 

Mr. Gorpon Hemm, A.R.I.B.A., whose 
drawings of Liverpool Cathedral are well 
known, is the author of an informative 
booklet describing Speke Hall, the magnifi- 
cent half-timbered Tudor house standing 
on the banks of the Mersey, eight’ miles 
South of Liverpool. . The author; whose 
charming water colours and sketches illus- 
trate the text, traces the historical and 
architectural life’ of Speke Hall during the 
last 500 years or so, starting from the time 
when Sir William Morris, who was the 
first owner, resided there. at the end, of the 
fifteenth century. 

We share Mr. Hemm’s gratification in 
noting that Speke Hall is now in the safe 
keeping of.the National Trust. Recently 
the Liverpool Corporation took over the 
property on a 99-years’ lease, the responsi- 
bility for its protection and necessary re- 
storation work now being in the hands of 
the City Engineer’s Department. 

— of the booklet, ‘price 3s., are ob- 
tainable from the author at 30; Scarisbrick- 
avenue, Southport, Lancs. 
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SOCIETIES & INSTITUTIONS 


R.1.B.A. 
Council Minutes. 

FoLLOWING are notes from the minutes 
of the Council meeting held on May*6 :— 

Direct Election to ‘the Fellowship.—The 
Council elected Mr. Roy Sherrington 
Smith, Past President of the Royal Aus- 
tralian Institute of Architects, to the 
Fellowship under the terms of the Supple- 
mental Charter of 1925, Section IV, 
Clause 4. ; 

History of Russian Art.—The President 
informed the Council of a generous gift 
to him in his capacity as President from 
the Union of Soviet Architects of a 
‘History of Russian Art,” in five 
volumes, illustrated. He had deposited 
these in the library in order that they 
should be available to members generally. 
The Council expressed. their appreciation 
of the gift from the Union of Soviet 
Architects. 

Annual Conference, 1948.—The Council 
have accepted the invitation of the Liver- 
pool Architectural Society to hold the 
annual conference in Liverpool in 1948. 

Conference on School Design and Con- 
strwction.—The Council have approved in 
principle a proposal to hold a conference 
on School Design and Construction, and 
to invite the Allied Societies and Local 
Government authorities to send represen- 
tatives. 

Ministry of National Insurance Stan- 
dard Type of Buildings: Scale of Fees.— 
The Council have agreed with the 
Ministry of Works a basis of remunera- 
tion for private architects nominated b 
the Ministry in connection with wor: 
on standard type buildings. Details of 
the scale are published elsewhere. 


DEVON AND CORNWALL 
ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY 


57th Annual General Meeting. 

ForTy-SEVEN members attended the 
57th annual general meeting of the Devon 
and Cornwall Architectural Society at the 
‘‘Royal Clarence Hotel,’’ Exeter, on 
Saturday, May 17. 5 

The President-elect, Mr. H. V. de Courcy 
Hague, F.R.1.B.A., County Architect to 
Devon County Council, was unanimously 
elected as President for the ensuing year 
and the retiring President, Lt.-Col. F J. 
Taylor, M.C., F.R.I.B.A., in the course 
of his retiring address, urged members 
towards a revival of interest in the Society 
after the enforced quiescence during the 
war years. He also placed before the pro- 
fession the plight of the small private 
trader for sympathetic help and advice 
towards achieving the rebuilding of prem- 
» ises destroyed by enemy action. 

The election of officers for the ensuing 
year was as follows :—Senior Vice-Presi- 
dent, C. Lloyd Jones, ae ae Junior 


Vice-President, R. Drury, 
F.R.L.B.A.; Hon. Sec., H. Cameron 
Beaumont, A.R.I.B.A.; Hon. Treas., 


J. Bennett, F.R.I.B.A.; Hon. Auditor, 
W. J. M, Thomasson, A.R.I.B.A. 


INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS 
London Branch Dinner 


Tue London Branch of the Institute. of. 


Quantity Surveyors held a. dinner at the 
Comedy Restaurant, Haymarket, S.W.1, 
on Wednesday, May 7, at which the guests 
were the President of the Institute, Mr. 
A. ©. Remnant, and the hon. general se- 
retary, Mr.-W. Sfasterman. 

The Chairman, Mr. G. J. Evans, pro- 
posee the toast of ‘‘ The Institute,’ and 
Mr. Remnant, replying, remarked on the 
tapid growth of the Institute. -Mr. H. 
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Futrorp, Chairman of the Council, pro- 
posed the toast of “‘ The Visitors,” and 
Mr. W. J. Masterman, responding, in- 
formed those present that the headquarters 
said the Institute would shortly be return- 
ing to London after their wartime evacua- 
tion. 


“13 NATIONS EXHIBITION ” 


CONTRAST IN PLANNING 
METHODS 


Tue different manner in which various 
countries are tackling their problems of 
post-war planning and housing were 
described by Mr. G. L. Pzprer, C.B., 
P-P.T.P.1, F.S.I., when he spoke on 
Tuesday, May 6, at the opening of the 
‘13 Nations Plan for Better Living Ex- 
hibition ’’ at the Institution of Civil En- 
gineers. 

Mr. See said: — ; 

Some basic principles and beliefs are 
not capable of explicit illustration in an 
exhibition, but if one knows them their 
influence can be detected, and therefore it 
may be appropriate to mention a few 
points of contrast. For example, the 
governments of most of the countries tak- 
ing part in the exhibition are, in contrast 
to our own, relying for the most part upon 
what we should call ‘‘ Housing Associa- 
tions’ to provide homes. Examples of 
this are: The National Society for Low 
Cost Housing and Lodging, and the 
National Society for Small Holdings, Bel- 

ium; the Danish Housing Societies of 

ublic Utility; the Building Societies of 
Switzerland, and the famous “ H.S.B. 

The ‘Tenants’ Savings and Building 
ociety of Sweden). Also the writer of 
the Dutch paper at the Hastings Congress 
reminded us that ‘‘ Private ownership, 
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especially that of houses by the occupier, 
is a Dutch tradition ‘which has survived 
especially in rural areas.’”’ Also in the 
United States main reliance appears still 
to be placed on private enterprise. 

Again, with reference to reconstruction 
we find that Holland has drastic laws 
providing for compulsory purchase at very 
short notice (possession can taken 
within a fortnight) but that it is looked 
upon as only a temporary expropriation 
as the desire to restore the Jand, or its 
equivalent, to the original owner as soon 
as possible, 

In Poland, in accordance with the Act 

of October, 1945, all land within the city 
of Warsaw became the propesty of the 
city corporation, Existing owners re- 
tained the property of the buildings on 
the land and were entitled to apply for a 
long term tenure at a nominal rent, or 
alternatively to be leased another piece of 
value, also at a nominal 
rent. It should be noted, however, that 
up to October, 1946, this law had not been 
put into practice, as a prerequisite was a 
valid plan. of redevelopment which had 
not by then been completed, 
_ The magnificent plans for the rebuild- 
ing of Warsaw, the centre of which city 
was almost totally destroyed, make mani- 
fest that they are the plans for no ordin- 
ary town but for a capital city. The 
buildings for each main group of func- 
tions, administrative, educational, cul- 
tural, etc., are finely grouped, and the 
cliffs ‘that front the river are nobly 
crowned. 

On the other hand, Rotterdam, which 
also suffered severely at the hands of the 
common enemy, is not a capital city but 
a great commercial port occupying a flat 
site, and the plans for its reconstruction 
are designed in relation to both these 
characteristics, It is also designed to 
facilitate the absorption of new industries 
to make good the.loss of trade which the 
port may suffer owing to the diminished 
industrial status of its once great inland 
neighbour. 3 ’ 

In Sweden municipal ownership of land 
has, assisted planning for a number of 
years, in some cases facilitated by large 
gifts of Crown Lands. 

With reference to local planning 
authorities, you may have the contrast of 
this country which is proposing to reduce 
the number from about 1,400 to 145, with 
Switzerland, with an area of only 16,000 
square miles, 4,000,000 inhabitants, and 
5,000 communes which are all autonomous 
planning authorities. It is of interest to 
bear this in mind when examining Mr. 
Burckhardt’s plan for the area adjoining 


Zurich. All done by persuasion ! 


Also in Belgium there does not. as yet 
appear to be any general planning law 
but the State helps with advice and helps 
out the communes with the cost of pre- 
paring plans, 

With reference to planning problems 
one can compare our problem of decen- 
tralising overgrown cities with sparsely 
populated parts of Norway where the prob- 
lem is rather one of concentration, although 
we have the same problem to some extent 
in some of our rural areas. In neither 


Sweden nor Poland do they seem to make. 


the same distinction that we make 
between satellite and dormitory towns and 
in Holland there is hardly room for new 
towns. 





A Recent Publication. ° 


_ Special features of the January-April 
issue of the Journal ef the Institutiom of 
Sanitary Engineers, 118, Victoria-street, 
8.W.1, are papers on “Cedes of Prac- 
tice,” by Dr. C. Roland Woods. and 
“The Thames Barrage,” by J. H. 0. 
Bunge, M.I.Mech.E. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Home. By 


Reconstruction and the 
London: The 


Howarp Roserrson. 
Studio. 7s. 6d. net. 


Necessarily printed in very small type, 
this slim and beautifully illustrated little 
volume reproduces eight articles recently 
published in Art and Tadustey: They were 
well worth presenting in book form, for, 
like everything that Mr, Robertson writes, 
they are sensible, readable, well informed, 
persuasive, practical, and up to date. He 
draws freely from his own wide experi- 
ence as well as from sundry Government 
manuals on housing. Illustrations are in- 
cluded from the United States, Canada, 
South Africa, Australia, and continental 
Europe. In the present state of emergency 
building, austerity, and controls, these 
eharming interiors—notably several de- 
signed by Mrs. Robertson—make the 
reader’s mouth water. The author em- 
phasises the need of a ‘‘single heat- 
source’ to provide ‘“‘background heating’’ 
for ‘‘open planning’’; and is cautious 
about the possibiliti@ of district heating. 
He gives a timely warning about “‘‘ land- 
lord’s fixtures.”” In one of his best pas- 
sages he makes a plea for preserving the 
“‘finer values’’ of domestic architecture 
in spite of the seductive temptations of 
‘* gadgetry ’’ to monopolise all of Mr. and 
Mrs. Everyman’s thoughts. M. S. B. 


Emden and Watson’s Building Contracts 
and Practice. London : Butterworth and 
Co. (Publishers), Ltd. Price 2s. 6d. 

The supplement to the Fifth Edition 
(2s. 6d., postage 2d. extra) of this valuable 
work has recently been issued. Its purpose 
is to call attention to several material de- 
velopments since the fifth edition of the 
work was published in 1932. Recent case 
law has-been included, and the little 
brochure contains the Architects’ Code of 
Professional Conduct published in January, 
1946, as well as the Architects Registra- 
tion Act, 1938. The subject of Building 
Contracts has therefore been brought up 
to date. N. P. G. 


Hudson on Building Contracts. Seventh 
Edition Lawrence Mead, B.A., 
Sweet and Maxwell, Ltd. £3 15s. net. 
The new edition of this classic work 

is now available containing the law of 
building and engineering contracts, and 
the duties and liabilities of architects, 
engineers and surveyors in relation to 
such contracts. Originally, in its first 
edition published 5 years ago, the 
author’s aim was to apply his technical 
knowledge of building, gained as an archi- 
tect, to the preparation of a practical 
treatise on the law relating to building 
and anqinewing works. Since that time 
the work, in its subsequent editions, has 
been very extensively used as a guide and 
reference book on the subject, not only 
by all eonnected with building practice, 
but also by the legal profession. 

The present author has endeavoured to 
preserve the mode of treatment first 
adopted by Mr. Hudson and developed by 
= in later editions, and one, by this 

ime, well known to users of the work. 

In the present edition, current law has 

been generally revised and brought up 

to date by the inclusion of relevant cases 
since the previous edition, and hence the 

work can be confidently regarded as a 

complete treatise on the particular sub- 

ject with which it treats. 

One hesitates to offer any minor sug- 
gestions with are to the layout of 
this excellent work, yet we suggest. that 
it would have been an advantage had the 
names of the cases in the Table of Cases 
been printed in heavier type; or, at least, 


; 
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the first case in each alphabetical section. 
We cordially recommend this book to 
all our readers who require a thoroughly 
reliable guide and book of reference to 
all matters in connection with this 
specialised branch of the law < soe. 


Recent English Architecture, 1930-40. 
Selected by a Committee of the Archi- 
tecture Club (Country Life, London). 
Price 7s. 6d 
The publication of this’ book is a welcome 

sign that the Architecture Club 
awakened from its war-time slumber. 
Selected by a committee of the Club, under 
the chairmanship of Lord Esher, the photo- 
graphs now brought together set out to 
afford a conspectus of representative 
English architecture. With the exception 
that the first plate is of Sir Percy Thomas’s 
fine Hall of Nations, Cardiff, this aim is 
worthily carried out. Public buildings, 
social services, business and office premises, 
and ecclesiastical,, educational and domes- 
tic work are covered. Everyone: looking 
at these :illustrations will wish to find 
room for his particular favourites, but it 
would be hard to know what, within the 
compass of the book, to leave out. It is 
a pity there is no Scottish architecture 
shown, but the English architectural 
product between the wars as represented 
here is a heritage of which we can be 
proud. This book should find its place on 
the shelves of every professional and lay 
amateur of the arts. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 

** Raprant Heatinc.”’ By T. Napier 
Adlam. (Brighton: Machinery Publishing 
Co., Lid.) Price 35s., post free. 

Mrinrature Buitpine Construction. By 
John H. Ahern. (London: Percival Mar- 
shall and Co., Ltd.) Price 8s. 6d. net. 

Burtp1ne Is Your Business. By Mark 
Hartland Thomas. (London; Allan 
Wingate (Publishers), Ltd.) Price 7s. 6d. 
net. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 


We are glad to give questions and 
answers, bub cannot accept responsibility 
jor contributed replies, especially an legaf 
matters. 


REVERSING FLOORBOARDS 


Question 

H.A.L.S. writes: I have a badly-worn 
workshop floor that needs renewing, but 
cannot get the wood. It has been sug. 
gested that the boards could be reversed 
to level up the surface. Can you tell me 
how this is done, and if there is any special 
tool or implement to lift the old boards 
without splitting them? 

Answer 

G.W.H. writes ; Over a long experience 
I have found that to take up floor boards 
and reverse them is not in itself sound or 
economical, for the following reasons : 

(1) To take up means prising, which 
may weaken the fibre of the wood ; 

(2) To reverse means that you would 
have to use packing on the wood joists, 
which can only be of a light order, and 
disintegrates in time, causing a creaking 
noise ; : 

(3) If the wood flooring is re-fixed, it 
means more nail holes in the boards as 
well as in existing joists ; 

(4) In the case of flooring, the best face 
is usually laid upwards when first placed 
in position ; 

(5) No special tool, so far as I know, 
is used 4or lifting except ‘a long, cold 
chisel or bar, similar to those sold by iron- 
mongers to open heavy cases; 

(6) For the particular workshop, where 
dust is an important consideration, I 
would suggest laying on top of the present 
floor § in. or } in. of coloured asphalt 
with a coved skirting and reinforced with 
metal lathing, nailed to present floor; or, 

(7) A composition flooring. Magnesite 
is very good, but the mixture of magnesite 
and the other ingredients can ozly be 
dealt with by a sctiable firm. 

It is not advisable to use a composition 
flooring if there is much water about, par- 
ticularly from grinding machines, etc. 

In the case of coloured asphalt, this can 
be specially hardened. 


PAYMENT OF 
HOUSING SUBSIDIES 


CHANGE IN ‘MACHINERY 


The Minister of Health announces that 
in order to give some relief to local 
authorities in the. completion of claim 
forms he has had under consideration a 
change in the machinery for payment of 
those Exchequer subsidies under the 
Housing Acts, the amounts of which are 
reasonably stable. Accordingly, with the 
approval of the Treasury, the full amount 
of those subsidies payable in res of 
each year will be paid in two half-yearly 
payments during that zie without sub- 
mission of a claim by the local authority. 
This will supersede the system hitherto 
followed under which two advances on 
account are made during the year, and 
the final balance is made on receipt of 4 
claim certified by the District Auditor. 

The new system will operate in respect 
of payments due in_ respect of the 
period commencing on April 1, 1947, and 
will apply only in er gg of Exchequer 
subsidies payable under the following 
Acts: Housing, etc,, Act, 1923, Sec- 
tions 1 (1) (a) and 1 (1) (b); Housing 
(Financial Provisions) Act, 1924, Section 
2 and. Housing Act, 1930, Section 46; 
Housing Act, 1936, Sections 105, 106, 107 
and 108; Housing (Financial Provisions) 
Act, 1938. Sections 1 and 2.. ~ 
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CEMENT COSTS 
M.O.W. COMMITTEE’S REPORT 

In December, 1945, the Minister of 
Works (Mr. George Tomlinson; M.P.} 
appointed a committee of inquiry to review 
the financial structure of the cement 
industry and its ancillary industries and 
to report upon the price structure of the 
industry, with particular reference to the 
prices charged. : 

The Report* of the Committee was pub- 
lished on Friday, May 23, signed by Sir 
Arthur Fforde, Chairman, and Sir Edward 
De Stein, Mr. S. J. L. Pears (members), 
and Mr. T. H. Billson (secretary). — 

After dealing with the organisation of 
the industry and reviewing evidence, the 
Report Jists nine broad conclusions and 
recommendations, in the following terms : 

(a) The Cement Makers’ Federation 
embraces all manufacturers of cement in 
the United Kingdom and is the body 
which fixes prices to which all those manu- 
facturérs conform. At the same time, 
there exist within the Federation e 
independent financial interests, and t 
industry is, therefore nota monopoly in the 
sense of being under one single financial 
control. : 

(b) The price structure of the industry 
is founded on a minimum price scheme 
and on a quota arrangement which first 
became effective in the year 1934. 

(c) We find that the profits earned by 
the industry in the past have not, by refer- 
ence to capital employed, been excessive. 

(d) There is no evidence that the Federa- 
tion has abused its position. The quality 
of the product has been improved since the 
formation of the Federation, and the 
industry’ has in the past uniformly suc- 
ceeded in meeting the demand. The 
Federation has not exercised its control for 
the sake of restriction of output, but has 
continually sought additional outlets for 
its manufactures. ; 

(e) The price system as a system is not 
an unsound one, nor in its intention does 
it work injustice on the consumer. But 
we consider that, as the Federation has 
control of prices for the whole industry, it 
should accept a greater measure of respon- 
sibility than it has in the past for the 
efficiency of the works of its individual 
members. In this connection the Federa- 
tion should consider setting up an arrange- 
ment which would enable it in the first 
place to review production costs to ensure 
that the rétention of a particular works 
whose costs of production are high is, in 
all the circumstances, essential, and so as 
to make possible dissemination, of cost 
information which, without disclosing to 
one firm the actual cost figures of another, 
should yet provide member firms with a 
yardstick by which to judge their own 


costs in relation to the experience of the y 


industry in general. : ‘ 

(f) As competition on price has, through 
the working of the quota agreement, been 
eliminated except for special cements, we 
consider that, when the existing price con- 
trols are withdrawn as regards this indus- 
try, the Federation should, nevertheless, 
be prepared to submit its price schedules 
to an independent body appointed for the 
purpose. Consultations with such a body 
should be held at appropriate, but not too 
frequent intervals. mars fabs 

(g) The price level which is right at any 
particular time must be arrived at by 
reference to an appropriate assumption of 
costs of production” and of output levels. 
In the Committee’s view, the time for a 
general review of prices may well have 
arrived, but in making this suggestion the 
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Committee does not intend to forecast 
whether as the result of it present prices 
will be maintained or whether they will ve 
altered. The Committee’s view is limited 
to the finding that the present time is an 
appropriate one for this subject to be 
studied with reference to the future price 
level. 

(h) There is a comprehensive system of 
rebates and sufficient bargaining power 
between the manufacturers: and those 
interested in the rebates to make it right 
to leave these matters for adjustment be- 
tween the interested parties. We have no 


evidence of price discrimination as between . 


one customer and another, and the basis 
upon which rebates to merchants and other 
special categories of customers are 

is well defined and available to those 
concerned. 

(i) The constitution of the Federation 
presents considerable difficulties to any 
outside interest establishing new works in 
this country independently of membership 
of the Federation. There is no evidence 
that in the past the Federation has mis- 
used its position in this respect, and there 
are arguments against the existence of 
independent producers who obtain the 
advantages which follow from the existence 
of the Federation without conforming to 
the obligations imposed by membership 
of it. 

In addition to these conclusions, we 
summarise more briefly other findings :— 

(a) Variations in the quality of cement 
from different works or in the sales service 
afforded do not, for the bulk of supplies, 
bear significantly on competition in the 
industry. 

(b) At the present time we do not con- 
sider that competition from alternative 
materials is serious, and the comparatively 











NO REPRIMING 


If work is blistered or part cracked, fine 
down with waterproof abrasive and Manger’s 
Sugar Soap. One operation only and 
repriming avoided. 

To be certain you are getting the best and 
quickest-acting sugar soap, always ask for 
Manger’s. 


MANGER’'S SUGAR SOAP 


Nominal 1-lb. cartons, Tid. 1 doz., 7/-. 
6 doz @ 6/6 per dozen. 
Duty paid Eire 9d. 1 doz., 8/6. 
6 doz @ 8/- per dozen. 
FREE SAMPLE.—Simply write Merchant's naine on your 
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trade heading plus the words “Sample Please.” Post to 





London : H.M. Stati y 
1947. Price 9d. net. 


by the Minister of Works. 
Office. 


J. MANGER & SON, LTD., Dept.B. Kingsland, London E.8 
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small amount of imported cement has not 
had any great influence on the home 
industry. 

(c) Research expenditure by the Federa- 
tion as a body as distinct from ‘the activi- 
ties of individual companies has not in the 
past been large, arate substantial 
expenditure is contemp in the future. 

(d) In future selling prices should. be 
quoted as fixed rather than as minimum 
prices. 

(e) Uniform prices for sales of quantities 
below 10 cwt. should be considered by the 
Federation. . 

(f) The present method of subsidising 
delivery charges by including some element 
of such charges in the base prices, leaving 
the additions to the base price to cover 
delivery at something less than actual cost, 
should be retained. 

The Committee have also- dealt at some 
length in the body of the Report with the 
operation of the quota agreements, the cal- 
— of employed capital and of profits 
earned, 


FIXERS’ WORK. IN 


DOMESTIC PLUMBING 


Some plumbing trials recently carried 
out at the Building Research Station are 
of interest. The object of the trials was 
to note how far man-hours for installing 
plumbing pipework could be reduced, in a 
typical case, by “‘ partial prefabrication ” 
coupled with special care in design to 
simplify the work of the fixer. Off-site 
fabrication was limited to the preparation 
of pipework units in short, easily- 
handled lengths ready for fitting together 
by unions in situ. 

Two full-sized kitchen-bathroom mock- 
ups (single storey) were constructed and 
equipped with plumbing services. In one 
the pipework was*copper. In the other 
the materials were galvanised mild steel 
and lead, the lead being used at bends 
and tap connections to provide flexibility 
to take up normal building tolerances. 

It was found that the copper pipework 
could be connected up in about half a 
man-hour. The installation times for the 
steel-lead job were of the same order. 


HIRE OF CONTRACTORS’ 
PLANT 


New maximum rates of hire for road 
rollers, excavators and compressors, and 
their associated equipment, came into force 
on Tuesday, May 20. e new rates are 
laid down in an Order", made by the Minis- 
ter of Works. This Order removes 
the control from rates of hire of all other 
items of plant covered by the old Order? 
except: concrete mixers, cranes (mobile 
toad), crane grabs and skips, dumpers, 
Gragline buckets, high-lift shovels, 
mechanical trenchers, piling plant, tractors 
and tractor equipments, and elevating 
graders without tractors. 

This Order is the first result of a general 
review of the statutory maximum rates of 
hire of plant. It was decided to revise the 
tates for road rollers (with. their living 
vans and bedding), excavators* (of up to 
1i cu. yds. capacity) and compressors 
because these items are in greatest. demand 
and the rates of hire as laid down in the 
vid Order were least in keeping with 
present-day conditions. 

The new rates are contained in the 
Schedule to the new Order. For purposes 
of easy reference, the Schedule also lists the 
rates of hire of plant which remain un- 
changed. 





1. The Control of Rates of Hire of Plant (First 
smeneeee an or Br < o. yo Re 915. 
. The Control of Ra 
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. Excavators ‘err . as i 
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NEWS iTEMS 


Building Societies Association. 

Mr. Andrew Stewart, U.A., F.C.1LS8. 
(Huddersfield Building Society), has been 
re-elected chairman of the Building 
Societies Association; and Sir, les 
Davies, J.P. (Leeds Permanerit Building 
Society), has been reappointed deputy 
chairman. , a2 
The Late Mr. R. A. Richardson. 

We*regret to report the-death of Mr. 
R. <A. Richardson, o— managing 
director of the Universal Asbestos. Manu- 
facturing Co., Ltd., Watford, Herts. Mr. 
Richardson had been identified with the 
company since its inceptioh.in 10S lgfieyt 
as sales director and, from March, 1943, 
as joint managing director. 


Demolition Industry Travelling 
Allowances. 

The Demolition Industry Wages Board 
have issued a Revised National Working 
Rule (5) regarding travelling allowances. 
Copies may be obtain from* the 
employers’ secretary, Mr. G. A. Warley, 
FCA, 13, Bloomsbury-square, W.C.1, or 


from the operatives’ secretary, Mr. R. 
Coppock, Federal House, Cedars-road, 
London, 8.W.4. 


B.S.S. for Low Heat Cement. 

This new British Standard Specification 
covers a type of Portland cement in- 
tended for use in structures such as dams, 
where large masses of concrete have to 
be placed, and aims at overcoming some. 
of the difficulties met with if ordinary 
Portland cement is used for this purpose. 
Copies of the Specification, No. B.S. 1370: 
1947, may be obtained from the British 
Standards Institution, 28,° Victoria-street, 
London, 8.W.1. Price 3s. 6d. net, post 
free. 

Standard Specifications. 

The British Standards Institution has 
recently published two new and one re- 
vised specifications. The two new publi- 
cations are: B.S. for Dimensions of 
Aeratéd Concrete Building Blocks (No. 
1,364), price 1s., post free, and B.S. for 
Methods of a for Vitreous Enamel 
Finishes (No. 1,344), price 2s., post free. 
The revised edition is B.S. for Black Cup 
and Countersunk Bolts, Nuts and Washers 
(No. 325, 47), price 2s., post free. Copies 
are-obtainable from the Institution at 28, 
Victoria-street, S.W.1. 


Students’ Visit to Factory. 

Parties of students from the L.C.C. 
Hammersmith School of Building and 
Arts and Crafts recently visited the Park 
Royal plant of Built-In Fixtures, Ltd., 
where they made a conducted inspection 
of the factory and were shown methods 
of manufacture of the several joinery pro- 
ducts on which this firm is engaged. Par- 
ticular interest was shown in the various 
glues which were being used, and in the 
principles of the formation of laminated 
sections used in aircraft production. The 
working of moisture content meters and 
other scientific systems used in the 
joinery trade also attracted considerable 
attention. ‘ . 


Economising Coal. 
“The latest record of our coal produc- 


tion is indeed depressing, for it is 
estimated that of 185,000,000 ...tons 
oduced nowadays something like 


25,000,000 tons is literally rubbish, 
with little or no calorific qualities what- 
soever.” So declared Mr. A. C. Bossom, 
eit: Ein Blige 

‘ore the ciety on 
May 14. Mr. oe added: “Coal is 
not only in short supply as flow pro- 
duced, but in its internal use we are 


both wasteful and extravagant. Central w 


and district. heating, which w 

improve health and save coal, are not 
being widely and rapidly applied; by 
no means all the new Government and 


local authori sponsored houses are 
equipped oie the latest proved forms 
of 


insulation im walls, roofs, windows 
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and doors, or with economical fuel- 
using stoves—and yet four such houses 
have to be built for every one built by a 
private owner. By readjustment, a waste 


of certainly half the coal consumed in 
new household grates could be 
avoided.’”’ .- 


ig: 
Fife and the Future. 
“ Fife > The Workshop of Scotland” is 


* the title of a booklet recently pub- 
lished drawing attention to the facilities 


and amenities which the county offers 
for future industrial development. 
aepails ig ere Bay on oe 
jon an ans using io 
services, etc., and dilvetrstions ackade a 
layout plan of the suggested industrial 
estate at Leven, we by Mr. M. E. 
apiior, M.T.P.1., A.R.LB.A., the County 
nning Officer 


« 


Londgn Working Rule Agreement. 

The London Regional Joint Committee 
of. the National Joint Council for the 
Building Industry have published the 
Working Rule Agréement for building 
trade operatives in the London district 
signed on February 18 this year. Copies, 
me 3d., plus postage, are obtainable 
rom the London Master Builders’ Asso- 
ciation, 47, Bedford-square, W.C.1, or the 
National Federation of Building Trades 

tatives (L.R.C.), 8, Breams Buildings, 

ancery-lane, E.C.4. 


Factories Act, $937: Revision of Building 
Regulations. 
In July last the Minister of Labour and 
National Service published, in pursuance 
of the Second Schedule of the Factories 


Act, 1937 (which deals with the procedure’ 


for making special regulations), draft 
regulations entitled The Building {Bafoty, 
Health and Welfare) Regulations. 


Various objections were made to the draft 
and, in pursuance of the Schedule, the 
Minister has now directed an inquiry to 
be held and has appointed Mr. G. G. 
Honeyman, barrister-at-law, to be the 
Commissioner. The inquiry will open in 
public on Monday, June 2, at 10.30 a.m., 
‘at the Ministry, §.W.1, and any objector 
or any other person who, in the opinion 
of the Commissioner, is affected by the 
draft. regulations, may appear either in 
person or by counsel, solicitor or agent. 
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It will be helpful to the Commissioner in 
r the proceedings at the inquiry. 
if he can-receive prior notification of the 
persons or representatives ey to 
appear, All communications should be 
addressed to Mr, C. H. Sisson, Ministry 
of Labour and National Service, 8, St. 
James’s-square, 8.W.1, who will act as 
secretary. 


gE Pn 
Timber Courses at Oxford. 

Dr. H. E. Drscx will be ig eae his 
one-week courses on timber at xford this 
summer. First-year courses will be held 
from July 13 to 19, and mags | 22. to 29, and 
an advanced course from August 3 to 9. 
The courses are being held in the hostel 
of Linepln College, Oxford, through the 
courtesy of the Rector and Fellows of the 
College. Dr. Desch will be assisted by a 
demonstrator, each course being restricted 
to“£5 students. The fee, t include board 
and lodging at the hostel, a set of lecture 
notes, and a pocket lens, X 10 magnifica. 
tion, is 12 guineas. SS sree’ should be 
made to Dr. Desch, Wildshaw, Limpsfield, 
Surrey. 

Purchases of Cement. 

The Minister of Health draws the atten- 
tion of local authorities to Circular 
157/46 dated July 25, 1946, regarding the 
arrangements by which local authorities 
may claim a deferred rebate of 2s. per 
ton on all quantities of cement purchased 
in excess of 5,000 tons in a particular 
calendar year. These conditions have 
now been modified. “As regards Portland 
and Rapid Hardening Portland cement, 
the minimum qualifying tonnage which 
must be purchased in the calendar year 
1947 before rebate is granted has been 
reduced to 1,000 tons. Payment of the 
rebate is subject to compliance with a 
number of conditions, particulars of 
which may be obtained from the 
suppliers. The revised scale is now as 
follows: Up to 1,000 tons, nil; 1,001: to 
10,000, 1s. per ton; 10,001 tons and over, 
2s. per ton. 

TRADE NEWS 
Colt Ventilators. 

Exhibitors at the recent British Indus- 
tries Fair. included Colt Ventilation, Ltd. 
Colt ventilators are designed on _ aero- 
dynamic principles to operate under all 
conditions and effectively to harness 
natural air movement. It is claimed that 
with this system healthy and balanced air 
rovided at all times and that 
by the application of thermostatic control 
an automatic system of natural ventila- 


“tion is economically achieved. 


Refrigerators: Completed Contract. 
On April 16, the 50,000th M.151 


gps seal eag came -off the assembly line 
of Messrs. Electrolux, Ltd., Electrolux 
Works, Luton, Beds., to complete the 
Government contract for temporary 
prefabricated houses. The occasion was 
marked by the visit of Mr. W. Leonard, 
M.P., Joint Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Supply, to the Luton 
works. In the course of a short address 
Mr. Leonard paid tribute to the manner 
in which the firm’s products were helping 
in the Government housing programme. 


A Recent Research Report. 


A report issued: by Messrs. David 
Kirkaldy and Son, Testing and Experi- 
menting Works, 99, Southwark-street, 
8.E.1, who have carried out tests for 
Messrs. Sealocrete Products, Lid., of 
London, W.6, with, their ‘‘ Sealantone ” 
liquid colours for cement and concrete, 
states that they have observed no 
deleterious effect on cement or concrete 
up to the age of 90 days. The report 
states that the tensile and compressive 
strength, the resistance to abrasion and 
to the penetration by water of cement 


mortar and concrete are definitely 
increased by the admixture of 
“* Sealantone.’”” 
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BRITISH STANDARD FOR 
LOW-HEAT CEMENT 
SELECTING SAMPLES, AND APPRO- 
PRIATE TESTS 


Tuts new British Standard Specification 
covers a type of Portlam cement intended 
for use in structures such as dams, where 
large masses of concrete have to be placed, 
and aims at overcoming some of the diffi- 
culties met with if ordinary Portland 
cement is used for this purpose. For many 
years, engineers have recognised that the 
major cause of shrinkage cracking in large 
masses of concrete is the high temperature 
generate] within the mass during he 
hardening period and the \consequent con- 
traction on cooling. 

The specification defines the methods to 
be used in selecting samples for testing 
and the appropriate tests for fineness, 
chemical composition, strength, setting 
time, roundness an-] heat of hydration. The 
test for fineness is to be carried out. by the 
determination of the surface area per unit 
weight of the sample by means of a per- 
meability cell connected to a manometer 
and flowmeter, as it has been found that 
the conventional sieve tests give no indica- 
tionvof the size of the finer particles. The 
necessary apparatus and method of opera- 
tion are described in detail. 


The strength of the cement is to be 
measured by compressive strength tests on 
mortar cubes compacted by means of a 
vibrating machiue. The tensile strength 
test on mortar briquettes used for ordinary 
Portland cement is eliminated from this 
specification. 


The heat of hydration of the cement is 
determined by dissolving the dry cement in 
a nitric-hydrofluoric acid solution in a 
calorimeter.. Similar solutions are made of 
hydrated samples which have been cured 
for seven and 28 days respectively, and the 
total heat evolved during these periods 
calculated from the differences between the 
several results. 


Copies of this specification, No. B.S. 
1370: 1947, may be obtained from the 
British Standards Institution, 28, Victoria- 
street, London, 8.W.1. Price 3s. 6d. net, 
post free. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Building Licence Regulations, 


‘Mr. Epwarp Davies asked the Minister of 
Works how many cases of infringement of 
building licence regulations had been discovered 
during the last three months; how many taken 
to court and fines or convictions imposed; and 
beh percentage were instituted by local autho- 
rities. 

Mr. Key said that in the three months ended 
March 31, 4,054 cases of possible infringement 
were brought to notice, 52 cases were taken to 
court and there were convictions in 48 cases. 
Within these totals the figures for local authori- 
ties were 667, three and two, respectively, but 
local authorities did not begin to undertake 
prosecutions until February and the figures for 
the March quarter gave no indication of the 
effect of that change. 


Material Dumps. 


Mr. Exiis Smira asked the Minister of Works 
how many dumps of building materials there 
were in the north-western area, the north Mid- 
lands area and throughout the Country, respec- 
tively; and why firms were permitted to. buy 
reinforcing rods at 5s. per 25-yd. roll, and after 
a little work on them to sell at £5 18s. a roll. 

Mr. Key said that his Department had three 
building material depots in the Manchester area, 
four in the area Nottingham, York and New- 
castle. and 10 in the remainder of the country, 
including Scotland. The Ministry of Supply was 
the Department responsible for the disposal of 
surplus reinforcing rods. 


Labour for School Buildings, 


Mr. Byers asked the Minister of Works if he 
would state the percentage of building labour 
and material which he estimated would have 
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to be diverted from the house and factory build- 
ing programme to satisfy’ the needs of the 
Ministry of Education in raising the school- 
leaving age. 

Mr. Durain, Under-Secretary to the. Ministry 
.of Works, said that at a rough estimate he 
would put the figure at about 1 per cent., but 
it would probably be somewhat higher for cer- 
tain materials, including steel and timber. 


Housing Estates. 

Mr. Jennincs asked the Munister of Supply 
how the cost of repairs was agreed in connection 
with work on housing estates under his control 
carried out by the Ministry of Works; and 
where such costs were debited. 

Mr. Wiimor said that the Ministry of Works 
was entirely responsible for carrying out these 
repairs. he cost was not previously agreed 
between the two Departments, although it was 
finally borne by the Ministry of Supply. 

Mr. Jennines asked the Minister of Supply 
whether he was satisfied with the method of 
accounting carried ont in relation to\ housing 
estates under his control when housing managers 
were not made aware of the cost of repairs 
carried out by the Ministry of Works. 

Mr. Witmot: Yes, sir. 


Rural Subsidy. 

Mr. Byers asked the Minister of Health if 
he would consider paying the special subsidy 
of £25 for all houses erected in rural districts 
if the rate to be charged for the houses is in 
excess of an. average rate for working-class 
dwellings in the district. of 6s., the general rate 
exceeded 17s. 6d. and the amount borne by the 
rural district council exceeded 6d. in respect of 
all statutory contributions from the general 
rate to the Housing Revenue Account. 

Mr. Bevan said that the conditions governing 
grant of the subsidy in question for houses not 
intended for agricultural workers were laid 
down in Section 3 of the Housing (Financial 
and Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1946. It was 
not clear from the case stated by the hon. 
member whether those conditions were fulfilled. 
The test so far as rents were concerned was 
not the fee proposed for the new houses, 
but the relation between the average rent in 
the district and the average in rural districts 
generally. 
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SOCIETY OF ESTATE CLERKS 
OF WORKS 


REORGANISATION PLANS © 


The Society of Estate Clerks of Works is 
now in the process of being reorganised. 
From its foundation in 1888: until last year, 
membership of the Society has been limited 
to established clerks of works introduced 
by existing members. This system of limi- 
tation, it is-considered, has resulted in de- 

riving many estate clerks of works of the 
Benefits which may be conferred by reason 
of the membership of the Society. It has 
now been decided to improve its status by 
the incorporation of the Society. _ 

The Society will welcome new applica- 
tions, which should be addressed to Mr. 
G. N. Reavell, Secretary, Society of Estate 
Clerks of Works, 12, Poppleton#road, 
Leytonstone, E.10. 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Carstairs—Lanarkshire C.C. to, erect 80 
houses, for which the architect is Samuel Mac- 
Coll, Albert-st., Motherwell. : 

Falkirk.—Dean of Guild Court granted per- 
mission to F. Johnston & Co, for extensions at 


0, P 

Glasgow.—Alterations and additions proposed 
at Argyll-st. and Radnor-st., for which the 
architect is Alexander MacAulay, 220, St. Vin- 
cent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Alterations and additions to in- 
stallations at 67-73, West Muir-st., for which 
the architect is R. C. Wood, 96, Merchiston-st., 
Glasgow.—Alterations and additions proposed at 
17-21, pane for which the architects are 
Gillespie, Kidd & Coia, 19, Waterloo-st., Glas- 
gow. 

Knightswood.—School kitchens and canteens 
proposed at public school, for which the archi- 
tect is John MacNab, 129, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

New Stevenson.—Lanarkshire C.C. to erect 
dining-rooms, etc., at public school, for which 
the architect is W. Watt, Albert-st., Motherwell. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t+) 
denotes closing date fer applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom ‘particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JUNE 4. 
+*Somerset ©.C.—Erection (first phase con- 
struction) of steel-framed building encased in 
concrete with pre-cast concrete roof with site 
works, etc., for proposed Infants’ School, Priors- 
wood, Taunton. R, O. Harris (F.), County A. 


JUNE 5. 
*Breconshire C.C.—School meals 
Clydach, nr. Abergavenny. Harley C. 
land (F.), County A., Watton Offices, Brecon. 
Dept. £2 2s. 
+*Dagenham T.C.—16 houses at Thorntons 
Farm estate. B.E. & S. Dep. £3 3s.- Tenders 


by June 19, 
JUNE 9. 


+*Carshalton and Merton and Morden Joint 
Cem Board.—Superintendent’s house and 
office at cemetery, Garth-rd., Lower Morden. 
Joint Clerks to the Board, Morden Hall, S.W.19. 
Dep. £3 3s. ‘Tenders by July 1. " 

Clayton-leMoors U.D.C.—8 houses at Chequers 
and 2 at John-st. S. Dep. £2 2s. , 

Isle of Wight R.D.C.—4 pairs of houses at 2 
sites. E. L. Smith and Son, High-st., Sandown, 
I. of W. Dep. £2 2s. : ; 

Yeoemngnts T.C.—Construction of car park at 
rear ef Green-lanes, Palmers Green. B.E. and 


8S. Dep. £2 2s 2 
orary Slipper Baths at 


canteen at 
. W. Strick- 


22s. . 
itretford aes Sg 
Old Trafford. A. H. Perry, B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tadcaster R.D.C.—15 pairs of Airey houses 
with outbuildings, drains and fences and paths, 
etc., at Moor-la. estate, Sherburn-in-Elmet. 
Antheny Steel and Owen, Cogan-chbrs., 
Bowlalley-la . Kingston-on-Hull. Dep. £2 2s. 
Wembley isaac 3 houses at Dors- 
close, Kingsbury. Boro’ Treas. Dep. £2 2s. 


JUNE 10. 
+Bucks C.C.—(a)- Erection of Hall of Resi- 
dence and alterations to existing building at 
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Missenden Abbey Adult Edpcation College; (b) 
—_ v7 of Oak Green " Prima , a. aoe, Fd me 
; pair o ice houses a - 

4 ¢ Sey Cc. Maunder (F.), ait PL 





A. 
ty A., b ae Offices, lesbury. Dep. 
£2 2s. for (c) (a) and (b) £5 6s. each. 
ders by , ag 
h R.D.C. — 10 


bonaea ‘at Great Bedwyn. Bothams and Brown, 
Clipper-la., Salisbury. Dep. £3 3s. 
ae Cambridgeshire R.D. Cc —46 Airey houses 
at Babraham-rd., Sawston. T. Stone, soaiaes 
Officer, County Hall, a Dep. £2 2s 


JUNE 11. 
North Kesteven R.D.C. —20 houses at Station- 
Mi. Branston. J. Chadwick, 8., Council Offices, 
31, Clasketgate rn Dep. £2 2s. 
T.C.—Additional Y watory aceom- 
Bae rena g at Seen Hall. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 


JUNE 12. 
tCamberwell B.0.—(1) 188 2-storey houses 
2) 4 blocks of flats 
‘a at Denmar -hill; (3) 12 dwell- 
Bonsor-st. ; (4 


dwellings at A rd.; (5) 16 dwellings at 
oeend. and Philip-rd.; (6) 56 dwellings at 
Lytcott-gr., Puen Doe , Lytcott-gdns. and 
Melbourne-gr. . each scheme. 


Devizes T.C.—16 ‘hiner houses with ountbuild- 
ings, drainage, paths and fences. B.S. Dep. 
3 3s 


JUNE 13. 
*Droitwieh T.C.—24 Airey houses at Stalls 
Farm estate. BEB. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
Durham T.C.—Bungalow and office at South- 
£2 Cemetery, City E. and Architect. Dep. 


—— g’ houses at South 
Kirkby. Price, BE. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

Shitnal i. vee houses at Ryton. Walter 
B. Bond, aan . Newhall-st.; Birmingham, 3. 
Dep. £3 3 

t*West “Sussex C.C.—School canteen and 
dining-room at Spencer’s-rd., Crawley, Sussex. 
F. R. Steele (F.), F.S.L, County A. 


JUNE 14, 
Petworth R.D.C.—30 houses at 3 sites. F. J. 
Hodgson, 2, Chertsey-st., Guildford. ap. £2 2s. 


JUNE 

Aireborough U.D. Ce Work in all trades for 
98 houses at Yeadon Haw site. S. and E. Dep. 
£10 10s. a3 all trades or £2 2s. each trade. 

*Bath T.C.—Adapting Beechfield House, Cor- 
sham, hyilis, for Students’ Hostel. Director of 
Education, Guildhall, Bath. Dep. £1 Is. 

Huntingdon C.—Kitchen and dining-room 
at Somersham County Primary Schools. T. H. 
Longstaff, County S. 

Manchester T.C.—Reinstatement_ of Seaniey 
Grove sonal, Longsight. City A. Dep. £1 1s. 

Oakham R.D.C.—4 houses at Main-st., Emping- 
ham. H. wv. Kelham (A.), 14, All Saints- pl., 
Stamford. Dep. £2 2s. 

Pembrokeshire Standing Joint Committee.— 
7 police houses = offices at various sites. W. 
Barrett. County A., County Offices, Haverford- 
west. Dep. £2 2s. 

St. Albans T.C. —16 bungalows for aged 
people and + houses at Cottonmill-la. in 4 sec- 
tions. City_E. and S., “The Grange,” 16, St. 
Peter’s-st. Dep. £1 1s. each section. 

*St. Helens C.B.—52 houses at East Lanca- 
shire-rd. se M. Ward, M.I.Mun.E., E. 
Dep. £2 2 

Stourbridge T.C.—28 Duplex houses, 50 3-bed- 
room houses and 20 eae at Norton estate. 
Den parea. A.M.LC.E S.L., B.E. and 8. 

*Bundertand E.C.—Site clearance and levelling 
works at proposed Primary Junior School, 
Springwell estate. Ed. Architect, Mowbray- 
villas, Ryhope-rd. Dep. £1 1s. 

riand E.C.—Site preparation works at 
Primary Junior and Infants’ School, Thorney- 
close estate. Ed. Architect. Dep. £1 1s. 

*Wembley T.C.—Rebuilding No. 2, Park-rd. 
Borough Treasurer. Dep. £2 2s. 


JUNE 17. 
Helston T.C.—12 houses at Beacon Barn. J. 
Percival Rogers, T.C. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 18, 
Caterham and Warlingham U.D.C.—Rebuild- 
ing No. 74, Harrow-rd. E. and S. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Southend-on-Sea C.B.—Conversion of 38 and 
40, Elmer-ave. into 4 flats and alterations and 
repairs at 4 and 6, Napier-ave. B.E. Dep. £2. 
JUNE 19. 
Devizes R.D.C.—12 cottages at Rowde. Pictor, 
Snailum and Huggins, Chartered Architects, 


Abbey-chbrs., Bath. Dep. £1 1s. 
Kidsgrove U.D.C.—16 Duplex houses at 
Woodshutts estate. E. and S, Dep. £5 5s. 


UNE 20. 

Cheshire C. c.— Additional nurses’ quarters at 
West Park (County) General Hos tel. Maccles- 
field. E. M. gem fF). County , The Castle. 
Chester. Dep. £2 


ya E 21. 
C.—(a) 46 houses and 10 bungalows 
at wie Park; (b) 16 houses at Gee- at 3 5 i. ag 
— at Peel Green-rd. B.E. and §, 
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JUNE 23. 

Rochdale C.B.— (a) 156 houses, and ®,! 6 
blocks of three siarey flate (72 d 
organ M.Ins' C.E. . B.S. and rer Dep. 

“Warwickshire C.C.—Erection of two tempor- 
Oices mag = and alterations at existing County 
0 County A., Shire Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
T.C.—96 fanny at Canterbury-terr., 
Seat Kilburn. B.E. 
Willesden T. T.0. Bick of 30 eg | at Chiches- 
io South Kilburn. eR an 


JUNE 
Shoreditch B. ms hs flats 4 * blocks at Felton- 
st. area. Boro’ A — £10 


UNE 30. 
Atherton U. p.c.Two transformer houses. 8. 
*Southgate B.C.—Rent hae snag 3 ane at 


Barrowell-green, B.E. “ 8. Dep. £ 
JULY 7. 
Oldham C.B.—44 “ “Aitey ** rural- “tyne were 
at Limeside estate. L. Hobson, B.E. and 
ae LY 9. 


Droxford R.D.C. ce | at Swanmore. A. L. 
Bishop, C., Council Offices, The Square, Bishop’s 
Waltham, ‘Southampton. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
JUNE 9. 


Blackpool €.C.—Painting and decorating of 
schools. Chief Ed. Officer, Stanley-bldgs., 3, 
Caunce-st., Blackpool. 


JUNE 11. 
Birkenhead T.C.—External posing of 222 
houses. © Housing Manager, 12, ‘amil ton-sq. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
JUNE 9. 
Hendon T.C.—Surface water sewer at Hillview- 
gdns. and King’s-close. B.E. and 8. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
Rawtenstall T.C.—Roads and sewers at Stag- 


hall estate. B.E. and §. 
JUNE 10. : 
Berwick-upon-Tweed 1.C.—Tarspraying of 


roads. 

Huntingdon R.D.C.— Roads and sewers at 
Brampton. Parkinson and Doe (L. and_A.), 
Montagu House, Huntingdon. Dep. £2 2s. 








Unequalled for 
Waterproofing 
and Dustproofing 
Concrete Floors 
Cement Renderings 
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Concrete 
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N G.B.—Construction of approximat 
2, ig t. of from 12 in. to 18 in. ing am = al 


ep. 
eading C.B.—Site preparation of E 
Dep. £2 2s. ockhe cameaal 


R 
Green site. B.8. 

Walsin, R.D.C.—Construction of smal] 
estate roads at 6 sites. ae may Officer, 10, The 
Square, Fakenham. Dep. £1 


JUNE 11, 

Battie R.D.C.—Roads and drains at 3 sites, 
A. H. Neave (A), 35, High-st., Battle, Sussex. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

Braintree R.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Dow. 
lands, Black Notley. L. A. B. White, E. and §, 
Dep. ‘23 3s. 


Watford R.D.C.—Roads, etc., at Hazelwood- 
la., Hunten Bridge. wave and Carter, 83, High- 
st., Watford. Dep. £1 


JUNE 1 
Peas hp R.D.C. i semen of sewers at Bentiey. 
E. Bennett, S. 
ne and Penderyn R.D.C.—Sewage disposal 
works at Vaynor housing scheme, Cefn Coed. 
Cc. Dep. £5. 


E 13. 
er U.D.C. WB te -up Grange Park-dr. 
8. B yu Architect. Dep. £2 2s. 
ereford R.D.C.—Laying of water supply at 
clehon er and Eaton Bishop. A. H. 8. Waters, 
re ., 25, Temple-row, Birmingham, 2. Dep. 
S. 


JUNE 14, 

Halifax ©.B.—Roads and sewers at Myrtle. 
gr. estate. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

Petworth R.D.C.—Road and site works at 3 
sites. F. J. ay oy Architect, 2, Chertsey-st.. 
Guildford. Dep. £2 

Taunton TeO-Surface dressing. B.S 

Wednesbury 1T.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Degree. site. A. Booth (F.), B.S. Dep. 


UNE 16. 

Gleucester 7.6.—Construction of about 1,900 
yards of glazed stoneware pipe sewers from 
21 in. dia. to 9 in. dia., etc. City 8S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Midhurst R.D.C. —Provision, laying and joint- 
ing of approx. 890 yds. of 4-in. and 640 yds. of 
3-in. spun-iron wor main, etc. Water E. and 
Manager. Dep. £ 

St. Neots 0.0.6. Roads and fentanhe at 
Huntingdon-rd. C. W. Glover, 8S. Dep. £2 2s 

Staffs. Potteries Water Board. B pty tin. 
and 24-in, dia. steel main. Contract E. G. H. 
Hill and Sons Aenean, 51, Mosley-st., 
Manchester, 2. Dep. £5 

Staffs. Potteries Water Board. —Laying 27-in. 
dia. steel trunk main from Gorsty Hill to 
Audley. Contract ©. G. H. Hill and Sons (Man- 
wag 51, Mosley-st., Manchester, 2. Dep. 


£5 

Staffs. Potteries Water Board.—Laying 27-in. 
dia. steel main from Audley to Bignall Hill 
Service Reservoir. Contract D. G. H. Hill and 
sone (Manchester), Civil Engineers, 51, Mosley- 

. Manchester, 2. Dep. £5 is. 
JUNE 17. 

Matlock U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Darley 

Dale site No, 1. E. and S. Dep. £3 3s. 


UNE 18. 

*Wycombe R.D.C.—Sewerage and sewage dis- 
posal works at Tylers Green, Rushmoor estate. 
J. M. Smith (F.), M-Inst.Mun.E., 28, High-st., 
High Wycombe. 

JUNE 20. 

Cricklade and Wootton Bassett R.D.C.—Lay- 
ing down of approx, 2,250 lin. rt. of 3-in. dia. 
ae -iron water mains, etc. ; Waters, 

‘ , 25, Temple-row, Cirmingham: 2. Dep. 
“ig 
UNE 23, 

*Blackwell R.D.C. nee and sewers off Row- 
thorne-la., Glapwell. Architect and Housing 
Superintendent, ** Dale Close,” 100, Chesterfield- 
rd. South, Mansfield, Notts. Dep. £2 2s. 

Chelmsford R.D.C.—Construction and main- 
tenance of approx. 6 miles of stoneware pipe 
sewers from 7 in. to 12.in., etc., at Great and 
Little Waltham. Lemon and Blizard, 25, Vic- 
toria-st., Westminster, S.W:1, Dep. £5 5s. 

North-East Derbys. Joint Water Committee. 
Ee De seers at Derby-rd., Higham. Water 

. De 

Sutton ii Ashtetd U.D.C.—Roads and sewers 
at Charles-st. scheme. Warner and Dean, 


Housing Architects, Mansfield-rd., Sutton-in- 
Ashfield. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 30, 
Belfast City and District Water Com- 


missioners.—Constructien of tunnel and intake 
works. D. McG@arrigle, Secretary, Water Office. 
Belfast. Dep. £16. 

negeere ? R.D.C.—Roads and sewers. E. and 


S. Dep 
JULY 3. 

Clun R.D.C.—Laying of approx. 7,700 lin. yds. 
of 3-in. dia. asbestos cement water mains ‘and 
construction of reservoir and gre of ed 
house. Jennings, Horner and Lynch, 3 and 5 
Church-st., Brierley Hill, Staffs. Dep. £3 3s. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues, 








‘aan: nic thet iat 


Pe ey Hee 


ant. Se 


> &@ ee St Oe oe Ot beet 





ely 
er. 
ner 


all 
‘he 


€$, 
ex, 


We 


od. 
rh. 


al 
d. 








May 30 1947 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 

Bermondsey. — Hovusinc. — B.C. Hovsing 
Manager’s estimate for constructing the second 
portion of Block 7 of Arnold Estate is £34,094 
and B.C. are applying to L.C.C. for a loan 
sanction to ca out the work... 

Bloomsbury.—CHILD WELFARE AND MATERNITY 
CenTRE.—St. Pancras B.C. prongee to_ co-operate 
with the Governors of the Foundling Hospital in 
the provision of a child welfare and maternity 
centre on a’ vacant site in Coram’s-gdns., 
Brunswick-sq. 

Hammersmith.—LaunpDry ResvuiLDinc.—Messrs. 
Wigmore Laundry propose to rebuild and use 
No. 9, Gayford-rd. as a laundry. 

Hammersmith. — Store Extension. — The 
Horton Ice Cream Co., 15, Pennard-rd., W.12, 
propose to erect an additional storey to their 
garage for storage purposes. 

Holborn. — UNiversity Buiipines. — Londons 
University ~propose restarting development 
schemes interrupted by the war. Priority is to 
be given to the new Birkbeck College, Malet-st., 
and the restoration of the main hall of Uni- 
versity College. Application has been made for 
licences for the two schemes, which will cost 
£250,000 aid £400,000 respectively. The archi- 
tect is Dr. C. H. Holden, F.R.1.B.A., University 
of London, W.C.1. 

(PROVINCIAL) 

Ambergate.—Derbys. C.C. propose Infant Wel- 
fare Centre, 

Ashtan-under-Lyne.—T.C. appraved :—Layout 
plans for housing estate at Rose Hill-rd.; addi- 
tions to .works at Katherine-st. for Modern 
Sheet Metal Co., Ltd.; additions, Britannia 
2 pe: Whitelands-rd., for Goodbrand & Co., 

t 


d. 
Aylesbury.—T.C. to prepare layout plan for 
community centre at Quarrendon. 


Batley.—E.C. propose Boys’ Multilateral 
Secondary School at £251,700. 
Bilsborrow.—Lancs E.C. propose central 


kitchen at John Cross C. of E. Schools. Plans 
by G. Noel Hill (F.), County A., County Offices, 
Fishecaiemnes crags Bol 
olton. mmittee of Bolton Wesley Circuit 

propose Methodist Church at Lever Edge-la. 

Bromsgrove. — U.D.C. approved :—Electrical 
business at Railway Station Approach for Suck- 
ling & Barlow; business premiess at New-bldgs., 
Birmingham-rd., for A. L® Hobday. 
Burton-of-Trent.—E.C. propose 
Waterside at. £30,000. 

Caterham.—Scheme prepared by R. M. Pigott, 
architeer ae Cavell a 8.W.7, for rebuilding 
of Caterham’ Valle ngregational Ch - 
(Estimated cost £12,000. = ; — 

Chester.—Licensing Justices approved struc- 
tural alterations to Coach and Horses hotel, 
Northgate-st., Greenall, Whitley & Co., Ltd., 
Wilderspool Brewery, Warrington. 

Coulsdon and Puriey.—M.Hf approved layout 
and erection of 76 houses, 22 flats and 6 aged 
pane dwellings at Star-la., Horley, for 


school at 


-Coventry.—T.C. Propose houses for miners at 

pare bang AS bibs varcom Ltd., propose 

) 0 works a - i i 

at 100,00 . anner-la., nies Hill, 
ranford (Middlesex).—Heston and ‘Ish 

E.C. and Middx E.C., have asked M. th te 
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Newoastle.—British Paints, Ltd., Portland- 
rd., Newcastle, to make big extensions to works. 
Plans by T. A, Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st., 
South Shields. f ve 

none ae | = nae ag and additions 

roposed_ at aling-st. and Hume-st., for 

ewalls Irsulating Co., Lid.. to plans by L. J. 
Couves & Partners, Carliol House, Newcastle; 
H. Wiles, 11, Bude-gdns., Low Fell, Gateshead, 
weeperet lans for garage and petrel station 
and 50 lock-up arenes at Grey Brickfield; re- 
vised plans by Hetherington & Wilson, County- 
chbrs., Westgate-rd., Newcastle, for block of 
18 flats at Benton Park-rd., for Laycock Estates, 
Ltd.,, have been approved. 

Northwood (Middx).—Young & Hall, archi- 
tects, 9, Southampton-row, W.C.1, prepared 

cetch plans for extensions at Northwood, 
Pinner and District Hospital for Board of 
Directors. 

Norwich.—Courtaulds, Ltd., propose film base 
factory at Harford estate. 

Oldham. W. Lees & Co. (Brewers), Ltd.,. 
Groengete Brewery, Middleton Junction, propose 
rebuilding Lamb Hotel. 

Salford.—Salford Housing, Ltd., 4, Chapel- 
walks, Cross-st., Manchester, 2, propose com- 
pletion of Salford Brow housing estate by erec- 
tion of 93 maisonettes and flats. 

Fh propose crematorium at High 
Brow Covert, Brown Edge, Scarisbrick. 

Stockport.—T.C. approved:—Extensions to 
works at Hardcastle-rd. and Worrell-st. for 
H. 'T. Hughes & Co., Ltd.; extensions at works, 
East Bank Mill, Offerton-st., for Hellawells 
(Stockport), Ltd.—Propose terrace houses and 
angle block flats at Broomfield-dr. estate. 

tourbridge.—The Birmingham & Midland 
Motor Omnibus Co., Ltd., Bearwood, Birming- 
ham, propose improvement and_ extensions to 
bus station at_Foster-st. and Vauxhall-rd. 

Sunderland.—E.C. to erect school kitchen and 
dining hajl at Commercial-rd. : 

Urmston.—U.D.C. approved:—Alterations to 
business premises and lavatories at Flixton-rd., 
Flixton, for Hunters, Ltd. ; alterations at mantle 
factory, Barton-rd., Davyhulme, for Co-operative 
Wholesale Society, Ltd.; extensions at_ food 
pargnouse, Stretford-rd., for Simpson’s Ready 

‘oods, 3 

Waltham Cross (Essex).—Plans provared by 
Geoffrey T. Mullins (F.), 22, Buckingham-st., 
W.C.2, for church school at Vicarage Field. 


TENDERS 


Denotes accepted. 

t ovisionally accepted. 
Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
departments. 
_ Arnold.—Site works and first phase of _build- 
ing operations for erection of hill County 
Secondary School, for Arnold and Carlton Dis- 
=e *Gee, Walker & Slater, Lid., Derby, 


Ashbourne.—22 houses at Doveridge site, for 
R.D.C.° J. H. Wheeldon, S.: *William Beech & 
Co., Ltd., Blythe Bridge, Stoke-on-Trent. 

joey * houses, for T.C.: *E. P. Gilkes 
& Sons, Ltd., £11,065. : 

_Barton-on-Humber.—20 houses at Tofts-rd. 
site, for U.D.C.: *H. Foster, Barton-on-Humber. 

Beaumaris.—30 alyminium houses, for T.C. 








ant +> & 








approve in principl) rovisi dary 
a Woodtfield-ra.” sadaec ts - 
Da .—TI'.C. approved in principle erecti 
of 20 blocks of flats for the pe 24 comvectinine 
type houses, 250 three-bedroom patlour-type 
houses, 50 three-bedroom with dining recess and 
oo over proposed shops at Temple Hill 
Essex.—C..C, appointed following architect 
for erection of schools: Shenstone and Shepnaet 
for Saffron Walden Secondary; D. Clarke Hali 
for Aveley (South Ockendon) Secondary ; RB. C. 
Toales ~ Horabarch Grammar; J. E. K. 
arrison for Little Thurrock Secondary; i 
— m4 Jordan for eg Secbnidars. a 
ich.—Plans prepare 
sen — for 0. for chalets along 
, Hayes.—Middx. E.C. is to erect ki 
dining-room at Townfield school. Romirhaes 
Forces’ Association GA eine. 3nd, Auxillary 
i R vet, i 
propose drill hall at Mill-la. een ee 
yde.—T.C. approved extensi nit 
— a nok ., Committee. spaienienass sams! 
ngle il.— . OC, 
Welfare % —_ erbys. C.C. propose Infant 
. Macclesfield.—Cheshire ©.C. propose exten- 
sions to maternity unit at West Park Hospital. 
; Manchester.—T.C. approved :—Alterations to 
actory and stores building at Bilberry-st., Flag- 
a and Beesley-st. for Premier Waterproof and 
Rubber Co., Ltd., Bromley-st.; rebuilding 
licensed premises with offices over at Booth-st. 
and Mosley-st. West, for Cornbrook wery 
4 Ltd.; additions to works at Queen-st. and 
coer Dover-st., Bradford, for Francis Shaw & 
He Ltd. ; warehouse. Brunswick-yard, Quay-st.. 
-K.S., Ltd., 52, Corporation-st.; clothing fac- 
tory at Queen’s-rd., Collyhurst, for E. Lane. 
. Mauiton.—Northants E.C. propose modernisa- 
tom: ~~ ig o> to var rimary school. 
s by J. Perkins ae 
Hall, Northampton. Ti), Ce 5, Ooaaae 
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nes, BB: *John Hughes (Contrac- 
Holt-st., Wrexham. 
ram’s rm estate, 


Orwig Hug 
tors), Ltd., 
Bexhill.—14 houses at 
for T.0.:. *Association of Bexhill 
Trades — £18,100 (including £252 for 
as cookers). 
s eenrene bosses ogg ar al had 
Bradshaw Gass & Hope ), arc . 19, 
Silverwell-st., Bolton: ¢Stanley Porter, Ltd., 
Crofter’s Saw Mills, Bolton. : 
well.—24 houses off Mansfield-rd., Hills- 
town, Derbys., for R.D.C. 8. Architect 
and Housing Superintend Close,” 100, 
Chesterfield-rd. Sout Quantities 
by Messrs. Gleeds: ¢ ht Bros., 48, Mason- 
st., Sutton-in-Ashfield, Notts. bs ets 
Bradford.—Extensions and modernisation of 
Woodhouse Grove school, for the Governors. 
Evan E. Morgan (F.), Architect: *William Irwin 
& Co., Ltd, ‘Le s (estimated cost £50,000). 
Bredbury and Romiley.—52 houses at Cherry 
Tree estate, Romiley, for U.D.C. W. T. Thorpe 
& H. Hirst Smith (L. & A.), architects, 66, 
Deansgate, Manchester, 3: *G. A. Lomas & Co., 
td., 22... White Bank-ave., Brinnington, Stock- 


Carrick-on-Suir (T ).—50 houses, for 
Council: *P, Nolan & , William-st., Carrick- 
on-Suir, £56,210. Re 

t*Chigwell.—Conversion of existing surface 
shelters into public conveniepces at Brook-rd., 
Path, Loughton, for U.D.O. . Holbourn, 
AM inst.C.E., E. & S.: tJenners (Builders), 
Lid., Waltham-rd., Woodford Bridge, £1,595 
(subject to M.H. approval). 

Cleethorpes.—36 houses at Clee-rd., for T.C.: 
*The meg Cleethorpes and District Build- 
ing Trades mployers Association. 

Glutton.—10 Airey houses at Timsbury, for 

.D.C.: *A. Evans. High Littleton, £15,978. | 
* GCoventry.—School at Canley, for E.C.: *E. 
Harris & Sons, Coventry. - £89,000; School at 
Ulverscroft, for E.C.: *Bosworth & Wakeford, 
Ltd., London-rd., Willenhall, Staffs, £85,000. 

East Dereham.—12 houses at Sandy-la., for 
U.D.C.: *R. G. Carter, Ltd., Harwich. 

Essex.—6 police houses at Abbs Cross-la.. 
Hornchurch, for Standing Joint Committee: 
*Dodd & Cb. Sure Kings. lg (subject to 

roval of Secretary 0: ate). 
oPssex.—Erection of first instalment of schools, 


for E.C.: 

School, Dagenham: *C. §S, Foster & Sons, 
Smarts-la., Loughton, £34,876; Hacton-la. 
Junior and Infants’, Hornchurch: *Thoma 


Sons, Ltd., The Old Brickworks, Harold 
Wood, Romford. £72,633; Borders-la., Junior 
and Infants’, Loughton: *Gilbert-Ash, Ltd... 2, 
Stanhope-gate, W.1, £73,930; Chase Cross Junior 
and Infants’, Romford: *James Stewart & Sons 
(Tottenham), Ltd., 174, West Green-rd., Totten- 
ham, N.12, £73,451; Straight-rd., Junior. Rom- 
ford: *Allen Fairhead & Sons, Ltd., Sydney-rd., 
Enfield, Middx, £48,288. 
Filey.—19 houses and 12 bungalows. at New- 
lands estate, for U.D.C. C. J. Williams, S.: 
*Tarran Industries, Ltd., Clough-rd., Hull, 


30,346. j 
Forden:—10 houses at Berrien. for U.D.C.: 
*E. J. Higley, Welshpool, £14,000. 
Gateshead.—Shop, and five flats at Blue 
Quarries estate, fot T.C. H. J. Cooke, Chief 
Architect: *C. B. Smith, Eighton Banks. Low 
Fell, aaneeinee, £7,900 (subject to M.H. ap- 
roval). p ag 
ee houses at Port Dinorwic,” for 
R.D.C. D. H. Roberts (A.), architect, Cwellyn, 
nr. Caernarvon: ana ene Caernarvon (in 
lieu of tender withdrawn). 
Hammersmith.—Rebuilding Nos. 34, 35_and 
36, Norbrooke-st., W.12, for B.C.: *Thos. Lowe 


& Sons, Ltd., £4,533. : i 
Kingston-on-Thames.—Erection of Cambridge 
Home flats, for B.C.: *Speirs, Ltd. (cost includ- 
ing quantity surveyors and consultants fees, 
£281.667) (subject fo M.H: approval). 
L.C.c.—Contracts exceeding £2,500 im value 
laced by L.C.C. during period ended May 21: 
fnstallation of two electric passenger lifts in 
block 1 of dwellings at Murphy-st. area, Lam- 
beth, The Express Lift Co., Ltd., 9, Greycoat- 
st., §.W.l. Wiring and fittings for electric 
lighting, etc., in blocks 26, 27 and 28 of dwel- 
lings at Tulse Hill estate, Lambeth, Ayr 
Engineering & Constructional Co., Ltd., West 
India Works, Prestons-rd., E.14. Construction 
of pile and beam foundations for dwellings at 
Berner estate, Stepney, West’s Piling & Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., Bath-rd.. Harmondsworth. 
Middx. Annual and intermediate overhauls of 
three sludge vessels, R. & Green & Silley 
Weir, Ltd., Blackwall Yard, Poplar, E.14. 
qLondon (Admiralty).—Stretton: R.N._ Air 
Station, cultivation and reseeding, Stanley H. S. 
Overton {Alrhatte) sg gm Borne 
Portsmouth: Admiralty Signa ation, - 
stractare, G, Perey ;Trentham, Ltd., Long-la., 
Hillingdon, Middx. 
ienden (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
by War Dept. for week ended May 17:—Lancs: 
Miscellaneous work, Ivor Treharne, Lancaster. 
rg ees ig A. D. Jackson & Son, 
Ltd., Southend-on-Sea. 
Matton.—Three Waske iy os (4 Sete bs on 
D.C. Gui 3 annon, M.C. (A.), 
pres Bead + *L. T. Oldfield & Son, 





Chadwell Heath Whalebone Infants’ _ 
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.—Works for T.0. ,L. C. Howitt 
A.: Additional classrooms, ones 


ng ), Ci sd | 
existing buildings and additional elect 
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9,000 


BUILDERS 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 


BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry. 





SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS. 
And over 6O PROVINCIAL BRANCHES. 





‘Phone or write: 
Secretary : 
26, Gt. Ormond St,, Holborn, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 


Telegrams: ‘‘EFEMBE, Holb., London.” 


The address of your Branch Secretary 


will be forwarded. 
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wiring 3, Mauldeth +. Withingtea for school 
urpose olleys (1946), Chapel-en-le- 

Ag Teco nditioning canisdeenea nee at 

d 332, Upper Brook-st., Choriton- 
on Mediock. Poole & Bey Longsight, Man- 
chester, 13. 

Middieton.—Extensions at Cromer Ring Mill, 
for Cromer Ring Mill Co. (1919), Ltd. Taylor, 
Roberts & Bowman (F.), architects, 10, Clegg 
$t., Oldham : *Whitworth Whittaker & Co., Lid. 
Robin Hill Work s, Rochdale-rd., Oldham 

Newvasties=For extensions and alterations at 
works of Lloyds British Testing Co., Ltd.; Win- 
comblee-rd.: *Purdie & Lumsden, Oxford-st., 
Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—12 houses at vive Lon- 
nen. Architect, M. A. Mackenzie, Mosley- 
st., Newcastle: Papen Ltd. West rd. New- 
castle-on- -Tyne; 4 houses at afferton-pl. and 
St. Cuthbert’s-rd.: *W. Wedderburn, 9, Lyn- 
wood-ave,, Newcastle-on- Tyne; 6 houses at 
Westacres-cres. : *Harry Kindred, 371, West-rd., 


Memreaetio eh: 

Newport agnell.—16 me 
Weston-rd., Olney, for R.D.C. T. Casstles, 8.: 
*W. Crouch, £18,694; *W. T. Revitt, £18,648. 
(Both of Olney.) 

Oldham.—10 police houses at Garden Suburb 
Watch Committee. 

F “Quantities byA. Purs- 
gi *(A.), 88, " eMtnles-ot. Manchester, 2: *James 

Ee G Cobden-st., Chadderton, Oldham (cost 


7 Bagby -—10 Airey houses at Grandborongh, for 

Foster Peeks, Ltd., Baker-st., W.1, 
£15,114 (subject. to M.H. approval). 

Rushden.—66 Trustee] Somes at Newton-rd. 
estate, for_U.D.C.: *M. M. Drabble, Ltd., 
College-st., Rushden. 

St. Albans.— Houses, for R.D.C.: 8 dwellings 
for aged persons at Sandridge: *Davies & Ren- 
tow, “tia, Bt. Albans, 26,740 (subj ect to M.H. 

pprova ouses at London ney: *A,. V. 
be ol td., £5,424. re 

Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd.— 
Centracts placed from April 9 to May 17:— 
(a) Site preparation: Watling-st. (south side), 
Motherwell (92 houses), McLean & Co, (b) 
Erection of houses: West Kilbride- rd., Dalry, 
Baird Hughes & Co., Ltd., 10, Dundas-la.. 
Glasgow, -C.2, “fireplaces. Rankinston, Ayrshire, 


in pairs at 


ane ° 2s welarase: rd., for 





Boyle's -«r*so~ Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
27, JOHN ADAM STREET, ADELPHI, W.C.2 
Tel.: Temple Bar 5859 


WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS. 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Werks, 
Point Pleasant, Wandswerth, $.W.18 























May 30 1947 


Anderson & B ges Kilmarnock, joiner. Hilton, 
Inverness, Jas. Campbell & ‘ ss 
Tomnahurich-st., pan aol 100 x Whitson. 
Fairhurst houses. Garthdee West, Aberdeen, 
W. T. Anderson, Ltd., Balmoral-rd., Aberdeen, 
154 x Whitson- “Fairhurst houses.  Shortlees, 
Kilmarnock, Geo. Reid & Son, Ltd., Catrine, 
Ayrshire, j00 x BWiniteon- Fairhurst houses. 
Yownhead, Coatbridge,-Jas. Laidlaw & Sons, 
12, Playfair-st., Glasgow, “100 x ~Whitson- 
Fairhurst houses. 

*Tintwistle—10 houses at Speedwell,” for 
R-D:C:""W. Dobson, Chapman & Partners, 
architects. Quantities by Fitchford & Graham: 
*C. A. are . & Son, Marple Bridge, nr. Stock- 
port, £12,71 

Urmston. nie houses_at Upbeat, Davy. 
-hulme, for U.D.C. E. L. Leem ing, *D. 
Frankiyn, erage Baak-choes., tation- rd., 
Urmston, £16,414 

Warrington.—Demolition and clearing sites of 
87 shelters and 8 warden’s posts, for T.C. J. Y. 
Hughes, hay g Bennett (Contractors), 


Ltd., Warrin oe, 
Weardale—Ei ht Pivaise at Wearhead, eight 
John’s Cha 1, and eight at Westgate, 
yg R.D.C. ‘ave itect, . Eltringham, 
Derwent-st., Blackhill: *Robert Gallagher, 
= (subject to M.H. approval). 
hitworth.—46 houses at Walibank estate, for 
A. Brocklehurst (E), 





uDe architect, 10, Nor- 
folk-st., Manchester, 2: ~¢, Ellison, Etd., 
‘Woodford Green, Woodford. Essex, £73,000 


tn a houses at Lucknow-rd.._ for 
U.D.C. J. W. Mason, Surveyor, Town Hall: 
*<. M. Griffiths ¢. see, Ltd., Thomas-st., Wol- 
verhampton, £53,680 
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